


Follow up to the European Parliament non-legislative resolution of 15 November 2017 on multilateral negotiations in view of the 11th WTO Ministerial Conference in Buenos Aires, 10-13 December 2017
2017/2861 (RSP)
1.	Resolution tabled in accordance with Rule 123(2) of the European Parliament's Rules of procedure by the Committee on International Trade (INTA)
2.	EP reference number: B8-0593/2017 / P8_TA-PROV(2017)0439
3.	Date of adoption of the resolution: 15 November 2017
4.	Subject: Multilateral negotiations in view of the 11th WTO Ministerial Conference (MC11) in Buenos Aires
5.	Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on International Trade (INTA)
6.	Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The European Parliament reiterates its full commitment to multilateralism and calls for a trade agenda that is rules-based, free, fair, and for the benefit of all. Primary importance should be given to social, environmental and human rights in support of the sustainable development agenda.
The resolution emphasises the need to build on the results of the 9th and 10th Ministerial Conferences while pursuing new policy objectives in the areas of e-commerce and investment facilitation, as well as in horizontal subsidies and overcapacity, domestic regulation in services, micro, small and medium-sized enterprises (MSMEs) in view of global changes since the adoption of the Doha Development Agenda (DDA), without prejudice to outstanding DDA issues. It underlines the importance of the negotiating function of the WTO for all issues of interest to WTO Members.
The resolution stressed the need to have well advanced textual proposals for MC11, welcoming the advanced state of negotiations on fisheries subsidies with regard to illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing and overfishing, and reiterating the need to find a permanent solution on public stockholding for food security purposes.
The resolution states that the outcome of the conference should recognise the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals and the Paris Agreement, and should include a work programme on gender-aware trade policies, reaffirming the link between gender equality and inclusive development. It draws attention to the 6th Global Review of Aid for Trade in July 2017 and seeks concrete action to bridge the digital divide through facilitating e-commerce. The resolution thus calls on the Commission to continue its efforts to develop a set of binding multilateral disciplines on e-commerce.
The resolution welcomes the entry into force of the Trade Facilitation Agreement in 2017 and encourages the resumption of negotiations of the Environmental Goods Agreement. It also recalls the importance of decisions taken in Bali and Nairobi, including export opportunities in services for least developed countries (LDCs).
The European Parliament notes the vacancies in the Appellate Body with utmost concern. The resolution calls on Members to fully assume their responsibilities and achieve concrete actions in the negotiations; it also stresses the need for an MC11 declaration which will pave the way forward both for new issues and for specific DDA issues.
Finally, the resolution calls on the Council and the Commission to ensure that Parliament is closely involved and consulted in the run-up to and during the conference. WTO Members are also called upon to strengthen the parliamentary dimension of the WTO.
7.	Reply to the requests in the resolution and overview of the action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
The Commission welcomes the European Parliament's resolution on multilateral negotiations in view of the 11th WTO Ministerial Conference, and its reconfirmed commitment to the multilateral trading system and the WTO.
With regard to the Parliament's call on the Commission to continue efforts towards developing binding multilateral disciplines on e-commerce in the WTO, the Commission would like to recall its proposal to the WTO ahead of MC11 to establish a working party with a negotiating mandate. While it was impossible to reach consensus on the basis of the EU proposal, a Ministerial Decision was taken to continue work on the basis of the existing mandate. The moratorium on customs duties on e-commerce was also renewed. On a more broad-reaching discipline, the European Union joined a plurilateral statement by interested Members setting the ground for future work in the WTO that could notably address the issues raised by the Commission in its communication on "An enabling environment to facilitate online transactions".
Similarly, the European Union joined plurilateral statements on investment facilitation, domestic regulation in services and the establishment of an informal work programme on MSMEs. Members also committed to negotiating on fisheries subsidies with a view to adopting a complete agreement by 2019 and re-committed in this regard to the transparency provisions of the Agreement on Subsidies and Countervailing Measures.
Finally, with regard to the Parliament's call on WTO members to include a work programme on gender-aware trade policies, the Commission supported the preparation and joined a plurilateral Declaration on Trade and Women's Economic Empowerment together with 117 WTO Members.
Concerning the Parliament's request to ensure that it continues to be closely involved in the preparation of MC11, is promptly updated and, if necessary, is consulted during MC11, the Commission would like to refer to the close coordination with the Parliament ahead and at MC11. Members of the European Parliament were part of the EU delegation to MC11 and were debriefed on the progress in negotiations, on a daily basis, by the Commission, including by the Commissioner for Trade, Cecilia Malmström, and the Commissioner for Agriculture and Rural Development, Phil Hogan.
[bookmark: _GoBack]With regard to the Parliament's call on the Commission to continue making the case to other WTO Members for increasing the importance of the parliamentary dimension of the WTO, the Commission has been leading by example and would like to recall its active support for ensuring that parliamentarians have access to WTO Ministerial Conferences, including MC11. The Commission will continue these efforts in view of future Ministerial Conferences.
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