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1.	Rapporteur: João FERREIRA (GUE/PT)
[bookmark: _GoBack]2.	EP reference number: A8-0055/2018 / P8_TA-PROV(2018)0083
3.	Date of adoption of the resolution: 15 March 2018
4.	Subject: Denouncing the Partnership Agreement in the fisheries sector between the European Community and the Union of the Comoros
5.	Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Fisheries (PECH)
6.	Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution agrees with the Commission and the Council on the need to apply the measures referred to in Article 38(8) of the Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) Fishing Regulation for the denunciation of any standing bilateral fisheries agreement with the Comoros, which provides for termination of the agreement in the event of failure to comply with undertakings made by it with regard to combating IUU fishing. The resolution maintains however that such denunciation must not mark the end of cooperation between the EU and the Comoros in the fisheries sector, and urges the Commission to seek to ensure that this relationship can be reactivated as soon as possible. The resolution also maintains that the available development cooperation instruments, especially the European Development Fund (EDF), need to be dovetailed more effectively with overall support for capacity development in the fisheries sector. The resolution deplores the fact that in almost thirty years of fisheries agreements between the EU and the Comoros it has not proved possible to achieve more tangible results in the development of the sector.
The resolution calls for the inclusion of a clause whereby, should the Comoros remedy its shortcomings, the procedure would be stopped and the red card withdrawn, thus enabling the EU fleet to return (paragraph 12). It calls on the Commission to take the appropriate steps to bring about a return to normal by improving the effectiveness of measures to combat IUU fishing and letting the EU fleet go back to the fishing zone once the terms of a new protocol have been renegotiated (paragraph 13). It also calls on the Commission and the Council, each within its remit, to keep the European Parliament fully informed without delay of such developments as might occur in this process (paragraph 14).
7.	Response to the requests in the resolution and overview of the action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
In relation to the request of the Parliament made in paragraph 12, it is important to note that the denunciation will take effect six months after the notification. Therefore, if the Comoros is withdrawn from the list of non-cooperating third countries under Article 33 of the IUU Regulation by the Council before the denunciation takes effect, the denunciation should be withdrawn and the Commission should immediately notify this withdrawal to the Union of the Comoros.
As regards the Parliament's requests set out in paragraph 13, if the Comoros is withdrawn from the list of non-cooperating third countries under Article 33 of the IUU Regulation, the Commission will consider whether or not it is in the interest of the European Union, and under what conditions, to negotiate a new Agreement and a Protocol that would allow the EU vessels to have access to the Comoros fishing zone. Sectorial support which would help Comoros to combat IUU fishing could be part of such a new Agreement and Protocol.
Finally, as regards the Parliament's request set out in paragraph 14, the Commission on its behalf is fully committed to continue to keep the Parliament informed on all possible developments in the process.
