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3.	Date of adoption of the resolution: 19 April 2018
4.	Subject: Implementation of the European Protection Order Directive
5.	Competent Parliamentary Committees: Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs (LIBE) and Committee on Women’s Rights and Gender Equality (FEMM)
6.	Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution deals with the implementation of the European Protection Order (EPO) Directive 2011/99/EU. The resolution also covers a wide range of issues concerning victims' rights. The issues that it covers are dealt with by services across the Commission.
The resolution calls on the Commission to come up with a list of actions.
These actions include in particular:
· submitting a report to the European Parliament and the Council;
· setting up a European Registry System to collect information on EPOs from all Member States;
· publishing the full list of competent authorities responsible for issuing and recognising EPOs and of central authorities transmitting and receiving EPOs in the Member States;
· ensuring correct implementation of the EU rules and exchange of good practices by providing EU funding to research and projects in the relevant areas and sponsoring awareness raising campaigns;
· incorporating the EPO within an EU strategy to combat human trafficking; 
· fixing a clear and short timeframe of two weeks for the competent authorities of the Member States when issuing and notifying about EPOs; 
· including the protection of all citizens in the European Agenda on Security with focus on victims of crime (trafficking in human beings, gender-based violence and victims of terrorism);
· presenting a legal act to support Member States in the prevention and suppression of all forms of violence against women and girls and of gender-based violence;
· and assessing how this Directive is applied in connection with the related instrument in civil matters, Regulation (EU) No 606/2013 and to propose guidelines on how these two legal EU instruments could be more efficiently applied by Member States.
The resolution also calls on the Member States to act in several actions; for example, in cooperation with the Commission and relevant organisations to adopt special guidelines and measures that would facilitate the EPO for victims in vulnerable situations or victims with specific needs.
7.	Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
Regarding the call on the Commission to submit a report to the European Parliament and the Council (paragraph 5):
As required under Article 23 of EPO Directive, the Commission will publish a report in the course of 2018 on the application of the Directive on the European protection order.
The Commission is in the process of collecting statistics on the use of the European protection order in the Member States. This information from the Member States will be used to report on application of the EPO Directive.
Regarding the call on the Commission to set up a European Registry System to collect information on EPOs from all Member States (paragraph 9):
The Commission currently does not envisage setting up a European Registry System to collect information on EPOs from all Member States.
The Commission may explore with the Member States ideas on how to improve management of requests and data collection regarding EPOs. Nonetheless, any electronic handling, repository or participation in currently developed electronic platform for judicial cooperation should be in principle driven by demand from the practitioners relating to a high number of requests.
Regarding the call on the Commission to publish the full list of competent authorities responsible for issuing and recognising EPOs and of central authorities transmitting and receiving EPOs in the Member States (paragraph 11):
The Commission is actively working on the promotion of the European protection order and on the facilitation of its application. The Commission has collected and published practical information about national authorities competent to issue and recognise a European protection order – for criminal matters it is published on the website of European Judicial Network[footnoteRef:1] and for civil matters it is placed on the e-Justice Portal[footnoteRef:2]. [1:  https://www.ejn-crimjust.europa.eu/ejn/EJN_Library_StatusOfImpByCat.aspx?CategoryId=85]  [2:  https://e-justice.europa.eu/content_mutual_recognition_of_protection_measures_in_civil_matters-352-en.do] 

Regarding the call on the Commission to foster all forms of exchange of good practices and cooperation between Member States as well as between Member States and civil society (paragraph 12):
The Commission constantly fosters good practices – e.g. during experts meetings it promotes inter alia the use of specific deadlines for issuance or recognition and encourages direct contacts between judges, in particular via European Judicial Network, to promptly react to the breaches of the European protection order. 
The European Network on Victims' Rights is a forum based on cooperation and exchange of good practice. The members of the Network regularly exchange information on implementation of the EU rules on victims' rights, including information on European protection orders.
The Commission continues to raise awareness on the European protection order with national experts from Member States – most recently on 29 January 2018 at the High Level experts' meeting on victims' rights.
Regarding the call on the Commission and the Member States to fix a clear and short timeframe of two weeks for the competent authorities of the Member States when issuing and notifying about EPOs (paragraph 22):
The action recommended to the Commission in order to improve the working of the European protection order goes beyond the obligations contained in the Directive.
The Directive does not contain any deadline to issue (or refuse to issue) a European protection order (only upon recognition, under Article 9(1) of the Directive, the authority is bound by "without undue delay" requirement).
Some Member States voluntarily specify deadlines in their national legislation.
Regarding the call on the Commission to monitor the implementation of this directive and launch without delay infringement proceedings against all Member States that breach it (paragraph 27):
Regarding implementation of the European Protection Order Directive, all participating Member States have completely transposed the Directive into national law (Denmark and Ireland are not participating).
Correct implementation and application of the Directive on European protection order is of utmost importance to the Commission. The Commission has been monitoring the transposition of the Directive in all Member States. In 2018, the Commission will issue a Report on the application of the Directive on European protection order.
The Commission is also carefully monitoring how Member States have transposed the provision of the Victims' Rights Directive 2012/29/EU requiring that victims must be informed about available protection – including in cross-border cases – from the first contact with authorities.
If necessary, the Commission will not hesitate to take steps against Member States who fail to correctly and completely transpose provisions of EU rules on victims' rights.
Regarding the call on the Commission and the Member States to carry out a thorough examination of possible ways of improving EPO-related legislation and its effective implementation (paragraph 29):
There is a strong link between the correct application of the Victims' Rights Directive and correct functioning of the European protection order.  In particular, the Victims' Rights Directive established the right to receive information, to receive free of charge interpretation and translation of information and right to be granted legal aid under national conditions.
The Commission is currently evaluating the implementation of the Victims' Rights Directive which will take into account whether national laws and practices ensure that victims of crime receive full range of information concerning their rights, including information on available domestic and cross-border protection measures. The ongoing evaluation will also assess the compliance with the requirement to ensure that persons coming into contact with victims receive general and specialist training. 
Regarding the call on the Commission to provide funding to launch information and awareness programmes, as well as monitoring and research (paragraphs 31, 32, 38):
The European protection orders have been a priority of several calls so far under the Justice and the Rights, Equality and Citizenship (REC) funding programmes for 2014-2020. This enables the Commission to co-fund valuable research, awareness raising and training actions.
The Commission continues to fund activities under the Justice and REC programmes, which can include awareness raising campaigns on European protection orders.
For example, we have funded training material for judges on the European protection order. This information will soon be available on a dedicated training platform on the E-justice platform. 
Following the completion of the above-mentioned implementation report, further actions will be considered in this area.
