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6.	Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution highlights that the transport sector and the infrastructure for that sector are central and essential to the development of any country, as well as to the wellbeing of the Member States' populations. It observes that smart, future-proof, sustainable and fully interconnected transport, energy and digital are a necessary condition for the completion and smooth operation of the European single market and for linking Europe with the world market.
The resolution stresses the importance of EU co-financing for the development of the European transport system, and underlines that the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF), the Cohesion Fund (CF) and the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) should remain the core EU sources for transport infrastructure investments. The resolution notes that the intervention logic behind EU transport infrastructure investment should remain a well-balanced construction of centrally managed and shared management sources, recalls that that the ERDF and CF have a strong regional dimension that responds to local demand and regional specifics, and underlines that the relevant budgetary envelopes for the three funding sources need to be strengthened in a balanced manner in order to avoid asymmetric distribution of investment between the levels.
The resolution notes that infrastructure requires objective ex ante quantification of demand and future needs prior to setting the budget and the delivery methods. The resolution also notes that network modelling can be effective in demonstrating where investment would best deliver European added value.
The resolution calls for ERDF support to European Territorial Cooperation to be strengthened through additional resources, focusing on key sustainable transport infrastructure investments (such as cross-border waterways, ports, bridges, railways, interconnecting transport modes and terminals, etc.).
The resolution emphasises that more support should be given to promoting smart traffic management, including through digitalisation, by making more efficient use of existing infrastructure and redirecting towards off-peak times.
The resolution calls on the Commission, in the framework of the new Regulation(s) on post-2020 cohesion policy, to propose a greater earmarking of the funds available for cities to bid jointly for infrastructure or technologies that would contribute to decarbonising urban transport and reducing air pollution from road vehicles. The resolution stresses the need to ensure that resources are made available to support sustainable urban mobility, the development of intelligent transport systems, projects for cyclists and pedestrians and improved accessibility to transport for persons with a disability.
7.	Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
The Commission agrees that a sustainable development of the EU transport system and infrastructure is essential for the future development of the Union and its Member States and regions (recitals C, F, G, H, I and K), and that there is a continued need for targeted support from the EU budget (paragraphs 1 and 2).
For the post-2020 period, the Commission proposed to maintain CEF, CF and ERDF as the principal sources of EU grant support for transport infrastructure investments (paragraphs 1 and 2). In its proposal for the next Multiannual Financial Framework, the Commission has proposed to increase the budget of the transport pillar of CEF to EUR 30 billion (paragraph 2). For the Cohesion Fund and the ERDF, the allocations for investments in the transport sector will only emerge during the programming exercise for the 2021-2027 period, on the basis of the comprehensive transport plans prepared by Member States; ERDF and CF support will be targeted accordingly (paragraphs 2 and 6). The proposed increase of national co-financing contributions will also contribute to maintain – and hopefully increase – the volume of investments, while strengthening ownership on the ground (paragraph 6). In addition, the InvestEU Fund proposed by the Commission will significantly contribute to boosting public and private investment in the transport sector, with EUR 11.5 billion of EU budgetary guarantees allocated to the sustainable infrastructure window. The Commission also proposed to simplify the blending of grants and support from the InvestEU Fund through a single rule book.
European Territorial Cooperation (ETC) will continue to provide a mechanism for effective cooperation across borders, in particular for investments in cross-border regional and local mobility. ETC will reinforce and complement the existing cooperation of EU and Member States for the development of the Trans-European Transport Network (TEN-T) and the core network corridors (paragraph 8).
The resolution rightly emphasises the need to integrate climate protection into cohesion policy related to transport in view of meeting the EU’s climate objectives (paragraph 10). This should be reflected in the process of adopting and planning the projects eligible for funding.
The resolution highlights the importance of digitalisation for promoting smart traffic management and making better and more efficient use of existing infrastructure. All relevant EU funding sources, such as CEF, CF, and ERDF, will continue to support relevant investments, mainstreamed within the design of new infrastructures or on ad hoc basis for retrofitted projects (paragraph 11). Similarly, there will be continued support for supporting the decarbonisation of transport, including in urban areas (recital H and paragraph 15). The Commission notes that already in 2014-2020, the CF and ERDF support programmed for investments in clean urban transport, intelligent transport systems, multimodality, and walking and cycling has increased considerably compared to the previous programming period (recital H and paragraphs 2, 6, 15 and 17).
The resolution calls on the Commission to require the Member States to integrate EU environmental legislation into the process of adopting and planning projects eligible for funding. The proposal for the Common Provisions Regulation stipulates that Member States should ensure that operations supported by the Funds comply with applicable law, given that they should have the primary responsibility for the management and control of programmes (paragraph 10).
The recently adopted mobility package "Europe on the Move" ensures that there is a comprehensive policy framework in place for transport investment supported from the EU budget in the next funding period (paragraph 12). This takes into account the sustainable transport objective and the transition towards low-emission mobility.
The resolution rightly highlights that infrastructure investment decisions need to be based on a solid foundation, including, inter alia, an ex-ante quantification of demand and future needs. For CF and ERDF support in the 2021-2027 period, the Commission is therefore proposing that certain enabling conditions need to be fulfilled before EU co-financing becomes available. For transport investments it is proposed that investments will be embedded within a comprehensive transport plan, which includes notably a mapping of existing and future infrastructure. All planned investments entailed in the master plan shall be economically justified and underpinned in this regard by robust demand analysis and traffic modelling. Cost-benefit analysis will remain an important tool for the detailed assessment of projects (paragraphs 2 and 4).
Member States shall also secure the necessary financing resources and mechanisms to cover operating and maintenance cost (recital A). This condition will also logically apply for the selection of CEF supported projects.
The resolution calls for a greater earmarking for cities in the European Commission proposals for the post 2020 programming period (paragraph 15). In practice, the earmarking for cities is already greater than the regulatory requirement of 5% of the ERDF during the current programming period, and the Commission proposes to increase it to 6% in the post 2020 ERDF Regulation. The support to cities under the new Policy Objective 5 proposed by the Commission should be part of a sustainable urban development plan, integrating the mobility dimension and the decarbonisation objectives.

