Follow-up to the European Parliament non-legislative resolution of 19 April 2018 on the implementation of the Bologna process – State of play and follow-up
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1. Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 128(5) of the European Parliament's Rules of procedure by the Committee on Education and Culture (CULT)
2.	EP reference number: B8-0190/2018 / P8_TA-PROV(2018)0190
3.	Date of adoption of the resolution: 19 April 2018
4.	Subject: The implementation of the Bologna Process – State of play and follow-up
5.	Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Education and Culture (CULT)
6.	Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it: 
Ahead of the Bologna Ministerial Conference in May 2018, the resolution seeks to express support for the Bologna Process; to acknowledge its valuable contribution to the construction of the European Higher Education Area and the promotion of mobility; and to highlight the difficulties with regard to the uneven implementation of agreed structural reforms within the Bologna Process across the European Higher Education Area. The resolution calls on participating countries to increase political engagement and foster mutual cooperation in the implementation of commonly agreed goals. It also calls on the Commission to facilitate the recognition of academic study periods and credits gained abroad, as well as qualifications for academic and professional purposes and prior learning; to develop quality assurance systems; to assess the implementation of the 2015 Yerevan Ministerial Communiqué and to monitor the progress of the social dimension goals, as well as inclusiveness goals; and to provide resources for the operations required for the implementation of the Belarus Roadmap for Higher Education Reform. 
7.	Response to the requests in the resolution and overview of the action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission: 
Facilitating recognition and developing quality assurance (paragraph 3) and outputs of the Ministerial Conference in Paris (paragraph 13):
As follow-up to the European Council Conclusions of 14 December 2017, on 22 May 2018 the Commission adopted a second package of initiatives in view of establishing a European Education Area by 2025 with the aim of creating more opportunities for people to learn abroad; stepping up efforts to enhance language learning; supporting the emergence of transnational European Universities to raise the quality and performance of European higher education institutions and to make them more attractive and competitive. This package also includes a proposal for a draft Council Recommendation on promoting the mutual recognition of higher education and upper secondary school education diplomas and periods of study abroad, with full respect of the responsibilities and competences of Member States in this area[footnoteRef:1]. The proposed Council Recommendation invites Member States to make a political commitment to introduce automatic recognition by 2025. This will be accompanied by actions that will build trust in each other’s education systems and support Member States in improving recognition in order to facilitate learning mobility. These initiatives at the European Union level will prove to be strong engines for positive change and will provide inspiration to non-EU counties and the European Higher Education Area as a whole. [1:  https://ec.europa.eu/education/sites/education/files/recognition_en_act_part1_v6.pdf ] 

The Commission is also supporting the network of National Academic Recognition Information Centres in the European Union, which aims at improving academic recognition of diplomas and periods of study in the Member States, the European Economic Area countries and Turkey. 
In addition, the Commission will support the new structured peer-review process, which was adopted at the Paris Ministerial Conference of the Bologna Process on 24 May 2018. The Commission believes that this will help to remedy the uneven implementation of Bologna reforms across the countries participating in the Bologna Process. In 2018-20, thematic peer groups will be set up to foster the implementation of the Bologna instruments, focusing on three key commitments crucial to reinforcing and supporting quality and cooperation inside the European Higher Education Area:
· a three-cycle system compatible with the Overarching Framework of Qualifications of the European Higher Education Area and first and second cycle degrees scaled by the European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System; 
· compliance with the Lisbon Recognition Convention;
· And quality Assurance in compliance with the Standards and Guidelines for Quality Assurance in the European Higher Education Area.
An increased common understanding of quality assurance and joint work on this topic are, in fact, key to build trust in other countries' qualifications and thus to enable mutual recognition. The Commission will publish in 2018 its next progress report to the European Parliament on the latest developments in quality assurance in higher education.
Quality of teaching and learning, and fostering employability of graduates (paragraph 7):
Improving learning and teaching and fostering the employability of graduates are part of the European Union's reviewed Higher Education Agenda (COM(2017) 247 final). A number of initiatives will target these objectives, for which Erasmus+ and its successor programme will provide funding opportunities. One of the initiatives is notably the Council Recommendation of 20 November 2017 on tracking graduates (2017/C 423/01) which will allow getting a picture on the employability of graduates.
Improving inclusiveness (paragraphs 8-10):
The Commission tabled its proposal for the successor to the Erasmus+ programme on 29 May 2018[footnoteRef:2]. The intention is to make “Erasmus for all” a reality, reaching out especially to schools, vocational training providers and learners from a disadvantaged background and people with special needs. Making better use of digital approaches, such as blended learning, virtual tools and online platforms to complement physical mobility and widen the access to the programme will play a prominent role. Grant levels will be reviewed with the purpose of increasing inclusion. Improving efforts to foster a sense of European identity and common values such as democracy, fundamental rights, equality, non-discrimination, and solidarity, starting already at school level and continuing through all stages of formal and non-formal learning and including to help bridge the divide between Eastern and Western Europe. [2:  https://ec.europa.eu/commission/sites/beta-political/files/budget-may2018-establishing-erasmus-regulation_en.pdf ] 

Through the open method of coordination the Commission encourages the sharing of best practices and provides a forum for peer learning activities in the field of social inclusion. It is one of the key themes of the Education and Training 2020 Working Group on Higher Education, in the framework of strategic cooperation on this field between Member States.
Monitoring the social dimension goal (paragraph 11):
The Commission monitors progress on the social dimension through the Bologna Implementation Report. The 2018 report shows that challenges remain, with relatively few countries having issued targeted policy measures, particularly with regard to the recognition of prior non-formal and informal learning and improving the retention and completion of students from under-represented groups. The report also highlights improvements, such as the development of performance indicators, longer-term quantitative objectives and targets and incentives to higher education institutions to improve access and completion of studies by students from under-represented backgrounds.
The Paris Communiqué recognised that further effort is needed to strengthen the social dimension of higher education and called upon the Bologna Follow-Up Group to take forward the issue of improving access and completion of studies of under-represented and vulnerable groups by the next Ministerial conference in 2020. The Commission will support activities in this area. 
Lastly, the scope of the Bologna scoreboard will be further extended to reinforce the monitoring of the social dimension goal.
Follow-up on the Belarus Roadmap (paragraph14):
In preparation for the upcoming Ministerial Conference in Paris, the Belarus authorities have prepared an Action Plan for 2018-2020. The Commission is of the opinion that this action plan should be assessed and monitored by the countries participating in the European Higher Education Area. Regular feedback on the milestones and deliverables should be part of this process.
Education is always discussed at meetings of the European Union-Belarus Coordination Group. The Commission is fully committed to supporting Belarus in the process of Bologna-related reforms. Erasmus+ and a network of Higher Education Reform Experts are key in this respect. Belarus benefits from significant support through Erasmus+: some 400 individual academic mobility opportunities are funded on a yearly basis; 3-4 capacity-building projects in higher education are also supported every year. 
The European Union also supports technical assistance missions, training, exchanges and networking opportunities for around 10 experts in Belarus, including student representatives. This approach is already in place and will continue until 2020, providing Belarus with opportunities for gaining knowledge and competences for internationalisation and mobility.
The European Union will consider how to enhance the existing support for the optimal implementation of the Action Plan in the upcoming period.

