Follow up to the European Parliament non-legislative resolution of 3 May 2018 on
a global ban to end animal testing for cosmetics
2017/2922 (RSP)
1.	Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 128(5) of the European Parliament's Rules of Procedure by the  Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety

[bookmark: _GoBack]2.	EP reference number: B8-0217/2018 / P8_TA-PROV(2018)0202
3.	Date of adoption of the resolution: 3 May 2018
4.	Subject: A global ban on animal testing for cosmetics
5.	Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI)
6.	Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution follows the European Parliament's question for oral answer of 2 May 2018 to the Commission on the promotion of a global ban to end animal testing for cosmetics 
(O-000041/2018).
The European Parliament stresses the public demand for high animal welfare standards, including the ending of animal testing worldwide. The resolution notes the EU's achievements in protecting animal welfare, notably through its animal testing ban for cosmetics, while recognising that under the current rules there could be cases where cosmetic products that have been tested on animals outside the EU might still be placed on the EU market after being re-tested using alternatives to animal testing. It also stresses the outstanding performance of the EU cosmetics sector.
While the resolution notes the significant progress made on the validation and regulatory acceptance of methods alternative to animal testing, it calls on the Commission, the Council and the Member States to make sufficient funding available for the fast development, validation and introduction of alternative testing methods for complex toxicological endpoints, and emphasises the importance of training and international cooperation in the field of alternatives to animal testing.
Moreover, in a global context where the vast majority of countries have not introduced an animal testing ban for cosmetics, the European Parliament calls for a ban on animal testing for cosmetics at international level, based on the model of Regulation (EC) No 1223/2009 on cosmetic products, before 2023. To that effect, the resolution calls on the Commission, Council and Member States to actively promote a global animal testing ban for cosmetics through diplomatic channels and international fora and in particular to work towards an international convention within the UN framework, and to include the topic as an item on the agenda of the next meeting of the UN General Assembly. It also calls on the Commission to engage with stakeholders to promote side events on the topic at the next UN General Assembly.
7.	Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission
The Commission agrees that the animal testing ban in cosmetics has demonstrated the EU's commitment to animal welfare (paragraph 3), and shares the public’s opposition to animal testing for cosmetics (paragraph 5). Moreover, the Commission has been fully engaged in the process of development, validation and legal acceptance of alternative methods to animal testing (paragraph 5).
Paragraphs 8, 11 and 12 – Development, validation and introduction of alternative testing methods and international cooperation in that field
Considerable progress has been made in the development, validation and legal acceptance of alternative methods to animal testing. Nevertheless, the Commission recognises that challenges remain for the most complex toxicological areas where more research is needed (in particular repeated-dose toxicity, reproductive toxicity and toxicokinetics). Therefore, research is ongoing to develop these methods.
Significant investments have been made in the development of alternative methods in the EU, notably through major research initiatives such as Safety Evaluation Ultimately Replacing Animal Testing-1 (SEURAT-1) (co-financed by the Commission and Cosmetics Europe, the EU sectoral industry organisation, and already completed) or the on-going EU-ToxRisk project (funded by the EU Framework Programme for Research and Innovation, under Horizon 2020, with a budget of over EUR 30 million). Several other large Horizon 2020 research projects to assess chemical mixtures have begun in recent years, including EuroMix and Endocrine Disrupting Chemicals (EDC)-MixRisk.
The validation of alternative methods at EU level is steadily progressing, through the activities of the European Union Reference Laboratory for the European Centre for the Validation of Alternative Methods (EURL-ECVAM).
The Commission will remain fully engaged in the process of development, validation and legal acceptance of alternative methods to animal testing to support the promotion of a global ban on animal testing for cosmetics.
Moreover, the Commission agrees that international cooperation in this field is crucial, and will therefore remain engaged in encouraging the regulatory acceptance of alternative methods adopted at the level of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD).
Paragraph 16 – Guaranteeing a level playing field for all the products placed on the EU market and to making sure that none of them have been tested on animals in a third country
In case C-592/14 concerning the European Federation for Cosmetic Ingredients (EFfCI), the Court of Justice concluded that the placing on the EU market of cosmetic products containing some ingredients that have been tested on animals outside the EU, in order to market cosmetic products in third countries, may be prohibited if the resulting data is used to prove the safety of those products for the purposes of placing them on the EU market.
It cannot therefore be excluded that there could be cases where EU consumers may use cosmetic products which, although they have been subject to alternative methods for the purpose of EU legislation, may also have been tested on animals outside the EU to fulfil legislative requirements of the third country.
The Commission also would like to recall that compliance of imported cosmetic products with the ban is controlled by the national competent authorities.
Paragraphs 17-20 – Promotion of a global ban on animal testing for cosmetics in meetings with counterparts, through diplomatic networks and bilateral and multilateral fora and work on an international convention against the use of animals in cosmetics testing, and activities in the UN framework
The Commission will continue to be active in promoting the EU animal testing ban in cosmetics at international level, through certain fora and bilateral cooperation, including cooperation with the OECD.
The Commission will also continue to support initiatives at international level to end animal testing in cosmetics and in particular any initiative by EU Member States proposing a UN resolution on this matter.
The Commission may assess in the future the possibilities to promote a global ban on animal testing for cosmetics together with the other EU institutions.
Paragraph 21 – Ensuring that the EU ban on animal testing for cosmetics is not weakened by any ongoing trade negotiations, nor by World Trade Organisation (WTO) rules and exclusion of cosmetics tested on animals from the scope of any free trade agreements already in force or currently under negotiation
The Commission acknowledges that its current ban is in conformity with the WTO Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) Agreement. Technical Regulations shall not be more trade-restrictive than necessary to fulfil a legitimate objective. Animal life or health is mentioned as a legitimate objective. The Agreement is also the guiding principle in the EU's bilateral free trade agreements.


