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6.	Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution gives an overview on current European Union rules on the recreational fisheries and identifies potential gaps and shortcomings. In particular:
The resolution underlines the absence of a definition of recreational fisheries in the Regulation on the Common Fisheries Policy (CFP) and stresses the importance to distinguish between recreational and semi-subsistence fishing.
The resolution stresses the importance of better data collection on marine recreational fisheries and the need to expand it to more stocks and fisheries. This includes both biological parameters and socio-economic data. It also recalls that European Maritime and Fisheries Fund (EMFF) support could be used to this end.
The resolution underlines the need for improved monitoring and reporting of recreational fisheries in the new control regulation.
The resolution calls for, where necessary, including recreational fishing in the multiannual management plans.
The resolution concludes that the role of recreational fisheries in the future CFP has to be reviewed, so that both commercial and recreational fishing can be managed in a balanced, fair and sustainable manner with a view to achieving the objectives of the CFP.
7.	Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
The general approach of the resolution is positive and in many respects consistent with the Commission's commitments and work for sustainable fisheries and a profitable fishing sector across European Union waters. A number of the policy requests are already addressed and the Commission can reply positively to many of the points raised by the European Parliament in its resolution.
Regarding the definition of recreational fisheries, although the CFP regulation does not contain a definition, the Data Collection[footnoteRef:1], the Control[footnoteRef:2] and the Mediterranean[footnoteRef:3] Regulations define recreational fisheries. The Commission will look into the question whether there is a need to make clearer the distinction between recreational and subsistence fisheries. [1: 	Council Regulation (EU) 2017/1004 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 17 May 2017 on the establishment of a Union framework for the collection, management and use of data in the fisheries sector and support for scientific advice regarding the common fisheries policy, OJ L 157, 20.6.2017, p. 1–21]  [2: 	Council Regulation (EC) No 1224/2009 of 20 November 2009 establishing a Community control system for ensuring compliance with the rules of the common fisheries policy, OJ L 343, 22.12.2009, p. 1–50]  [3: 	Council Regulation (EC) No 1967/2006 of 21 December 2006 concerning management measures for the sustainable exploitation of fishery resources in the Mediterranean Sea] 

Regarding the importance of collecting sufficient data on recreational fisheries, and on marine recreational fisheries (paragraphs 1, 6 and 10) until recently Member States had no obligation to collect data on recreational fishing under European Union law, except for very few, mostly vulnerable, species. The new European Union multiannual programme for data collection[footnoteRef:4] includes several provisions on recreational fishing, and in particular an obligation to conduct pilot projects to validate data on recreational fishing with a view to ensure better data, and thus better stock assessments and ultimately better fisheries management. The EMFF[footnoteRef:5] supports the collection, management and use of data, as provided for in Article 25(1) and (2) of Regulation (EU) No 1380/2013 and further specified in Article 17 of Regulation (EC) No 2017/1004.  In particular, the following types of operations shall be eligible: at-sea monitoring of commercial and recreational fisheries, including monitoring of by-catch of marine organisms such as marine mammals and birds. [4: 	Commission Implementing Decision (EU) 2016/1251 of 12 July 2016 adopting a multiannual Union programme for the collection, management and use of data in the fisheries and aquaculture sectors for the period 2017-2019OJ L 207, 1.8.2016, p. 113–177]  [5: 	Regulation (EU) No 508/2014 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 15 May 2014 on the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund, OJ L 149, 20.5.2014, p. 1–66] 

Monitoring and reporting of recreational fishing are being addressed in the revision of the Control Regulation to the extent possible. According to the Commission's proposal on the revision of the Control Regulation[footnoteRef:6], Member States are required to have a system to control participants in recreational fisheries (registration or licensing) and to collect information on catches. For species subject to Union conservation measures applicable to recreational fisheries, catch declarations must be sent to the competent authorities and a registration or licensing system for vessels must be set. The prohibition to sell catches is maintained and current derogations in the Mediterranean are removed (see amendments to Regulation (EC) No 1967/2006). [6: 	See Article 55 of COM(2018) 368 final- 2018/0193 30.05.2018, Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and Council amending Council Regulation (EC) No 1224/2009, and amending Council Regulations (EC) No 768/2005, (EC) No 1967/2006, (EC) No 1005/2008, and Regulation (EU) No 2016/1139 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards fisheries control] 

On the need to include recreational fishing in the multiannual management plans (MAP) (paragraph 11), the Commission proposes measures also for recreational fisheries, as it did for sea bass in the Western Waters MAP proposal, for instance. The Commission assesses the necessity to cover recreational fisheries on a case-by-case basis.
The Commission will further assess the role of recreational fisheries in the context of the evaluation of the Regulation on the Common Fisheries Policy.
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