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1.	Rapporteur: Joëlle BERGERON (EFD/FR)	
2.	EP reference number: A8-0223/2018 / P8_TA-PROV(2018)0274	
3.	Date of adoption of the Resolution: 3 July 2018
4.	Subject: Three dimensional printing: intellectual property and civil liability
5.	Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Legal Affairs (JURI)
6.	Brief analysis / assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution, after noting that 3D printing becomes increasingly accessible, stresses that the European Union might have to adopt new legislation or tailor existing laws to the specific case of 3D printing technology, so as to anticipate problems relating to civil liability or intellectual property infringement that 3D printing might cause in the future. It further calls on the Commission to explore the possibility of setting up a civil liability regime for damages not covered by Directive 85/374/EEC. Regarding intellectual property rights issues, while the resolution criticises the fact that the Commission has not revised the Directive 2004/48/EC and has instead limited itself to presenting non-binding guidelines, without providing clarifications on issues specific to 3D printing, it welcomes the measures announced by the Commission on 29 November 2017, which are intended to step up intellectual property protection.
7.	Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission
a) Regarding intellectual property rights (paragraphs 1, 8, 10, 14 and 16)
In relation to intellectual property rights (IPR) aspects, the Commission has contracted out a study on "Intellectual Property Implications of the Development of Industrial 3D Printing" to the Centre for Intellectual Property Policy & Management (CIPPM) of Bournemouth University (UK). The kick off meeting was held on 25 May 2018 and the study should be completed by 31 May 2019 (with a final public workshop scheduled on that day). The study includes the following six work packages (WPs): 1) Intellectual Property Literature Review; 2) Mapping exercise; 3) Synthesis of Outputs from WP's 1) and 2); 4) Qualitative Research and Development of Case Studies; 5) Analysis of IPR issues to Present Conclusions and Recommendations; and 6) Public Workshops.
b) In relation with liability aspects (paragraphs 11 and 12)
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Commission is preparing guidance on the Council Directive 85/374/ECC of 25 July 1985 on the approximation of the laws, regulations and administrative provisions of the Member States concerning liability for defective products. The guidance should be available in 2019 and should also cover 3D printing technology. It is being prepared with the input of the members of the Expert Group on Liability and New Technologies. An observer from the European Parliament attends the meetings of this group. The Commission will also launch a study to ascertain whether at European Union and national levels the existing contract law and possibly also the extra-contractual legal framework for damages not covered by Directive 85/374/EEC and its transposition raises problems with respect to 3D printing.
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