Follow up to the European Parliament non-legislative resolution on 
the impact of EU cohesion policy on Northern Ireland
1.	Rapporteur: Derek VAUGHAN (S&D / UK)
2.	Reference numbers: 2017/2225 (INI) / A8-0240/2018 / P8_TA-PROV(2018)0323
3.	Date of adoption of the resolution: 11 September 2018
4.	Subject: The impact of European Union cohesion policy on Northern Ireland
5.	Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Regional Development (REGI)
6.	Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution highlights the important and positive contribution that the European Union cohesion policy has made to Northern Ireland in terms of assisting the recovery of deprived areas and of building good relations and cross-community contacts in the context of the peace process.
It underlines that in addition to the more general cohesion policy funds, Northern Ireland has benefited in particular from special cross-border and cross-community programmes, particularly the European territorial cooperation (Interreg) and PEACE programmes. The latter decisively contributed to the peace process in Northern Ireland, supported the Good Friday Agreement and continues to support the reconciliation of communities during the 2014-2020 programming period. Particular reference is made to the effectiveness of different approaches and types of actions that have been used in implementing the programmes at a cross-party level (paragraphs 1 to 7).
The resolution emphasises that 85% of funding for the PEACE and Interreg programmes comes from the European Union and it therefore considers it important that the EU should continue to reach out to the communities in Northern Ireland post-2020 by playing an active role in the administration of the available European Union cohesion and inter- and cross-community funding in Northern Ireland, thereby helping them to overcome societal divisions (paragraph 12).
In this context, the resolution considers that, without prejudice to the ongoing EU-UK negotiations, EU support for territorial cooperation, especially regarding cross-border and cross-community projects, should be continued in view of the achievements of the special European Union cohesion programmes for Northern Ireland, namely the PEACE and the Interreg programmes, which are particularly important for the stability of the region. It considers that that funding should be maintained at an adequate level post-2020 and stresses that this is important to allow the peace-building work to continue (paragraphs 10, 11 and 12).
The resolution notes the Commission's intention to propose the continuation of the PEACE and Interreg programmes in its proposal for the Multiannual Financial Framework 2021-2027 (paragraph 16).
The resolution also considers that more must be done to increase general awareness and visibility of the impact and necessity of European territorial cooperation funding in Northern Ireland. In particular, the resolution calls on the Commission to promote the Northern Irish experience with cohesion funding, especially with the PEACE Programme, as an example of how the EU is addressing inter-community conflicts and community divisions. It stresses that the Northern Irish reconciliation process is a positive example for other areas in the European Union which have experienced conflict. Therefore, good practices with cohesion funding and the PEACE programme should be taken as the European Union model and promoted in order to overcome mistrust among communities in conflict and to achieve lasting peace in other parts of Europe and even worldwide (paragraphs 8, 13 and 14).
[bookmark: _GoBack]7.	Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
The Commission welcomes the European Parliament's unequivocal assessment that highlights how cohesion policy funding positively contributed to Northern Ireland's economic and social transformation over a sustained period of time and how cohesion policy has helped to support the peace and reconciliation process on a cross-border basis.
The Commission shares the view that in particular the cross-border cooperation programmes between Northern Ireland and the border region of Ireland have been of great value and that funding should continue beyond the current programming period.
To this end, the Commission has proposed a new PEACE PLUS programme in the cohesion policy funding package 2021-2027, combining the current PEACE and Ireland-Northern Ireland Interreg programmes.
Without prejudice to the negotiations on the new Multiannual Financial Framework 2021-2027 and the ongoing EU-UK negotiations, the proposal for a Common Provisions Regulation (CPR)[footnoteRef:1], which was adopted on 29 May 2018, proposes that a total of EUR 60 million would be allocated for the PEACE PLUS programme where it is acting in support of peace and reconciliation. In addition, at least EUR 60 million would be allocated for the PEACE PLUS programme from the allocation for Ireland under the European Territorial Cooperation goal (Interreg) for the continuation of North-South cross border co-operation. The Commission considers that this would maintain future funding at an appropriate level. [1:  	COM(2018) 375 final] 

In addition, the proposal for a regulation on specific provisions for the European territorial cooperation goal (Interreg)[footnoteRef:2] sets out that, within the context of the unique and specific circumstances on the island of Ireland, and with a view to supporting North-South cooperation under the Good Friday Agreement, a new PEACE PLUS cross-border programme should continue and build on the work of previous programmes between the border counties of Ireland and Northern Ireland. Taking into account its practical importance, it would be necessary to ensure that, where the programme is acting in support of peace and reconciliation, the European Regional Development Fund should also contribute to promoting social, economic and regional stability in the regions concerned, in particular through actions to promote cohesion between communities. Given the specificities of the programme, it should be managed in an integrated manner with the United Kingdom contribution being integrated into the programme as external assigned revenue. The proposed regulation also sets out that the financial contribution to Union activities from the United Kingdom in the form of external assigned revenue should be subject to a specific financing agreement with the United Kingdom. The Commission and the United Kingdom as well as Ireland would be parties to this specific financing agreement and it would be signed before the beginning of the implementation of the future programme. [2:  	COM(2018) 374 final] 

The Commission concurs that the sharing of good practices as well as increasing general awareness and visibility of the positive impact of European Union cohesion policy funding are of utmost importance.
Therefore, the Commission has put several measures in place which give extensive access to cohesion policy programming data and project achievements such as the Inforegio web site[footnoteRef:3] as well as the cohesion policy open data platform[footnoteRef:4]. [3:  	http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/]  [4:  	https://cohesiondata.ec.europa.eu/] 

Specifically for Interreg programmes, the Commission has supported the "Keep.eu"[footnoteRef:5] database which is a unique source of aggregated data regarding projects and beneficiaries of European Union cross-border, transnational and interregional cooperation programmes. This includes concrete project examples from the Interreg and PEACE programmes in Northern Ireland and the border region of Ireland. [5:  	https://www.keep.eu/keep/] 

In addition, under the current PEACE IV programme it is already envisaged to take forward bespoke actions to collate, analyse and disseminate the experiences and lessons learned from all previous PEACE programmes since 1995 and to support the exchange of good practices across regions in Europe and internationally. This would, for instance, include the development of an interactive and intuitive online Learning Platform and knowledge hub which will store previous programmes and projects information and will give users the possibility to review good practice examples and case studies of the distinctive peace-building techniques developed in Northern Ireland and the border region of Ireland with cohesion policy funds. The PEACE IV programme also organises exhibitions which showcase successful projects and results that are being achieved on the ground thus increasing the visibility of the impact of cohesion policy funding (e.g. Interreg and PEACE Programme exhibition at the European Parliament, Brussels, November 2017). In a further step, a wider set of communication and networking tools is envisaged to be developed, through which the lessons of the PEACE programmes will be actively disseminated within Europe and beyond.
