Follow up to the European Parliament non-legislative resolution on 
the implementation of specific measures for Greece under Regulation (EU) 2015/1839
1.	Rapporteur: Pascal ARIMONT (EPP / BE)
2.	Reference numbers: 2018/2038 (INI) / A8-0244/2018 / P8_TA-PROV(2018)0324
3.	Date of adoption of the resolution: 11 September 2018
4.	Subject: The European Structural and Investment Funds
5.	Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Regional Development (REGIO)
6.	Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution welcomes the initiative of the Commission to adopt in October 2015 specific measures in favour of Greece, a real expression of the solidarity spirit of the Cohesion policy. It appreciates that these measures provided crucial liquidity to Greece as a total amount of approximately EUR 2 billion was paid to Greece in 2015 and 2016. In times of severe liquidity problems for the Greek State, these measures alleviated the burden on the national budget.
The resolution underlines that thanks to the additional liquidity, Greece could restart its payments to beneficiaries of co-financed projects, who in turn resumed work on these projects realising new expenditure that could be reimbursed. Greece managed to complete important projects under the programming period 2007-2013 in the fields of transport, digital infrastructure, entrepreneurship, environment, and social as well as health care. As a result, Greece was the first Member State to reach 100% absorption of the available funds under the 2007-2013 programming period. Thanks to these specific measures, Greece is also among the best performing Member States when it comes to the implementation of the 2014-2020 programming period.
The Parliament’s resolution points out that the specific measures helped considerably to reduce the number of projects declared as incomplete. While more than 900 projects remained uncompleted at the closure of the 2000-2006 programming period, only 79 projects remained uncompleted at the closure of the 2007-2013 programming period. These projects are expected to be completed by end March 2019 as stipulated in the closure guidelines.
The resolution emphasises that, beyond issues of financial absorption, the impact of the specific measures on increased competiveness, productivity, and sustainability is equally important. As such, more information on qualitative impact of these measures is encouraged to be provided. However, it is recognised that the impact achieved as a result of the specific measures is difficult to be separated from the overall impact triggered by the injection of the structural funds in Greece.
The resolution contains only two specific requests addressed to the Commission, on paragraphs 12 and 18.
[bookmark: _GoBack]7.	Response to the request and overview of the intended action by the Commission
The Commission welcomes the resolution and acknowledges the support provided by the European Parliament in adopting the specific measures for Greece.
As regards the request under paragraph 12, the Commission underlines the following:
The Commission, together with the other institutions, is working with the Greek government to promote a strategy for boosting investments, jobs and growth. It includes also the removing of barriers to investment and reducing the administrative burden in a number of economic sectors. In this respect, the return of financial and macroeconomic stability would also allow entrepreneurs to make long-term strategic investment decisions.
The structural reforms undertaken under the economic adjustment program (MoU) successfully concluded last August result in improvements, between 2012 and 2017, in all the structural components of the World Bank's Doing Business Index and World Economic Forum's Global Competitiveness Report. The latter report identifies inter alia that Greece does comparatively well in terms of infrastructure, health and education, and technological readiness – all factors to which the European Social Investment Funds have provided major contributions over the past years and continue to do so.
As regards the request under paragraph 18, the Commission commits itself to:
Inform the Parliament on the results of the closure procedure of the 2007-2013 programming period. The closure process is at its final stage.
Provide an update of the projects that exceeded the closure deadline of 31 March 2017 and which will have to be completed with national funds. To date, 65 European Regional Development Fund and Cohesion Funds projects remain incomplete and their completion is expected by 31 March 2019 at the latest as required by the Commission’s closure guidelines on the 2007-2013 programming period. As such, a Commission reply to the European Parliament’s request cannot be provided before September 2019, as time should be allowed for its services to assess the information provided. The Commission continues to closely monitor the project implementation by holding at regular intervals technical meetings with the Greek authorities.
