Follow up to the European Parliament non-legislative resolution on 
boosting growth and cohesion in EU border regions
1.	Rapporteur: Krzysztof HETMAN (EPP / PL)
2.	Reference numbers: 2018/2054(INI) / A8-0266/2018 / P8_TA-PROV(2018)0327
3.	Date of adoption of the resolution: 11 September 2018
4.	Subject: Boosting growth and cohesion in EU border regions
5.	Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Regional Development (REGI)
6.	Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The European Parliament resolution welcomes the Communication "Boosting growth and cohesion in EU border regions" (COM(2017) 0534), highlighting that it is the result of two years of research and dialogue with stakeholders. It starts by acknowledging the importance of the European Union internal land borders, and their potential. It also urges the Commission to follow-up with a similar analysis regarding the European Union external borders.
The resolution underlines the need for action at European and national level, towards overcoming cross-border obstacles in different sectors, aligned with what is indicated by the Commission in its Communication. This call for action in different themes reinforces the similar statements in the Communication.
However, the resolution regrets that the Communication did not make a separate analysis for the specific obstacles faced by Small and Medium sized Enterprises (SMEs) (paragraph 7).
It also welcomes the proposal from the Commission for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on a mechanism to resolve legal and administrative obstacles in a cross-border context (COM(2018) 0373).
[bookmark: _GoBack]7.	Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
The Parliament notes the importance to promote better coordination and communication, interoperability and willingness to tackle barriers between Member States, or at least at border region level (paragraph 4). To facilitate exchanges amongst national, regional and local stakeholders the Commission has launched an online professional platform in January 2018 as indicated in the Communication.
The Parliament expresses its disappointment that the Commission’s Communication did not include a specific assessment of SMEs (paragraph 7). The Commission wishes to note that the different fields expressly addressed in the Communication were selected as the follow-up of the Cross-Border Review that preceded the Communication. Through that exercise stakeholders identified the sectors in which they assessed intervention to be more necessary in the short term. Even if there is no special section on SMEs, these are clearly affected by the problems addressed in different sections and will benefit by the actions to be implemented by the Commission, namely in the fields of employment, health, e-government and information.
The Parliament highlights the potential of the actions in the field of cross-border accessibility (paragraph 8). The Commission wishes to indicate that the study on Missing Rail Links referred to in the Communication has already been published. It assesses 367 cross-border rail links, identifying 48 that are the most promising ones. Although this list should not be seen as a position of the Commission on which links should be recovered – such decisions lie within the competences of the Member States – the study is an important tool to illustrate the potential of recovering such links. To promote an informed discussion the Commission will organise in 2019 a conference with stakeholders from the transport sector.
The Parliament specifically addressed the health sector (paragraphs 10 and 21). The Commission wishes to note that one of the actions foreseen in the Communication in this field has already been concluded with the publication of a study on cross-border cooperation on healthcare. This study provides a mapping of existing cases of such cooperation across the European Union. It also provides a toolkit for institutions wishing to initiate new veins of cooperation. The Commission is organising on 4 December a conference[footnoteRef:1] to join together stakeholders in this sector in order to promote the outcomes this study. [1:  	https://www.crossborderhealthcare-conference.com/crossborder-healthcare] 

The Parliament notes (paragraph 11) one area of cross-border obstacles not expressly addressed by the Communication: water management. It is important to note that the actions being promoted for the solution of cross-border legal and administrative obstacles can also address such sectors. It is illustrative that two pilot projects selected in the call announced in the Communication are in the area of monitoring systems for water management.
The Parliament notes the importance of promoting teaching of neighbouring countries' languages (paragraph 14) and improving validation and recognition of skills (paragraph 15). The Commission pursues these objectives in its work towards a European Education Area which aims to (1) promote cross-border learning mobility; (2) improve the inclusive, lifelong-learning-based and innovation-driven nature of Member States' education and training systems; and (3) overcome remaining obstacles to the free movement of learners with a view to creating a genuine European learning space. The Commission has therefore proposed a Council recommendation to promote automatic mutual recognition of higher education and upper secondary education diplomas and the outcomes of learning periods abroad[footnoteRef:2] and a Council recommendation on a comprehensive approach to the teaching and learning of languages[footnoteRef:3]. [2:  	COM/2018/270 final]  [3:  	COM/2018/272 final] 

The Parliament notes the importance of Territorial Impact Assessment (paragraph 33) and calls on the Commission to give it a stronger role when European Union legislative initiatives are proposed. The Commission notes that, according to what was preluded in the Communication, it is concluding the development of new methodological elements for such type of assessment. When concluded, these elements will be made available to Member States and regions for their own legislative processes.
The Parliament states that it strongly believes that a European Cross-Border Convention would further reduce cross-border obstacles, welcoming the Commission's proposal for a Cross-Border Mechanism (COM(2018) 373). The Commission underlines that such a proposal is the natural follow-up of the work initiated in the framework of the Council in 2015, and referred to as an action in the Communication. It fully agrees that such mechanism would have an important effect in reducing cross-border obstacles and calls on the European Parliament for supporting its timely adoption.
