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Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
This resolution addresses the implementation of the Plant Protection Products Regulation (PPP Regulation). It acknowledges that the European Union is the appropriate level to regulate pesticides and that the Plant Protection Products Regulation is a significant improvement compared to the past. It welcomes the Commission’s interpretation of the precautionary principle. It concludes that the objectives to protect human and animal health and the environment are not fully achieved and that the implementation of the regulation is not satisfactory. The resolution calls for action from all key players, including the Commission, the Member States, the European Food Safety Authority, as well as from the industry.
Specifically, the resolution calls on the Commission: under paragraph 45 to implement the provisions on co-formulants, safeners and synergists, by establishing a list of unacceptable co-formulants and rules so that safeners and synergists are tested at European Union level; under paragraph 50 to finalise methods to determine when certain derogation possibilities should be applied, in particular as regards ‘negligible exposure’ or ‘serious danger to plant health’; and under paragraph 52 to strictly limit the use of the confirmatory data procedure.
The resolution calls on the Commission and the Member States: under paragraph 37 to ensure effective implementation of the regulation; under paragraphs 39 and 40 to immediately prohibit and ensure that the procedural extension of the approval period, will not be used for active substances that are mutagenic, carcinogenic, toxic for reproduction and therefore in category 1A or 1B, or active substances that have endocrine disrupting characteristics; under paragraph 41 to acknowledge that the protection of human and animal health and the environment are key objectives of the legislation, while improving agricultural production and safeguarding the competitiveness of the agricultural sector; under paragraph 44 to ensure full and uniform application of the hazard cut-off criteria; under paragraph 47 to duly apply the precautionary principle and to pay particular attention to the protection of vulnerable groups; under paragraph 48 to review and improve their communication on risk assessment procedures and risk management decisions, in order to improve public trust in the authorisation system; under paragraph 51 to incentivise research initiatives concerning active substances, including biological low-risk substances, and Plant Protection Products (PPPs) within Horizon Europe and the Multiannual Financial Framework 2021-2027; under paragraph 53 to increase the overall transparency of the procedures, including by providing detailed minutes on the comitology discussions; and under paragraph 54 to ensure better coherence of the regulation and its implementation with related European Union legislation and policies.
The resolution also calls on the Member States: under paragraph 38 to improve the serious and chronic understaffing of the national competent authorities, which leads to delays at the stage of hazard identification and initial risk assessment performed by the Member States; under paragraph 43 to strictly apply Article 9 of the regulation on the admissibility of applications and to only accept complete applications for the assessment of the active substance; under paragraph 49 to better implement the authorisation procedures at national level, in order to limit the derogations and extensions granted under Article 53 of the regulation to actual emergency situations; and under paragraph 55 to ensure effective enforcement of the regulation, especially as regards controls on the PPPs marketed in the European Union and regardless of whether they have been produced in the European Union or imported from third countries.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
The Commission is currently carrying out a REFIT evaluation of the PPP Regulation[footnoteRef:1] and Maximum Residue Levels (MRL) Regulation[footnoteRef:2]. The Commission welcomes the resolution by the European Parliament and will take into account the analysis and recommendations contained therein, together with the European Parliament's Research Service report[footnoteRef:3] and the forthcoming report from the Parliament’s Special Committee on the Union’s authorisation procedure for pesticides. The Commission fully acknowledges that the protection of human and animal health and the environment are key objectives of the legislation, while improving agricultural production and safeguarding the competitiveness of the agricultural sector (paragraph 41). The effectiveness of the PPP Regulation is assessed against these objectives in the REFIT evaluation. The outcome of the evaluation will be presented in the first half of 2019. [1:  	Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 21 October 2009 concerning the placing of plant protection products on the market and repealing Council Directives 79/117/EEC and 91/414/EEC (OJ L 309, 24.11.2009, p. 1)]  [2:  	Regulation (EC) No 396/2005 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 February 2005 on maximum residue levels of pesticides in or on food and feed of plant and animal origin and amending Council Directive 91/414/EEC (OJ L 70, 16.3.2005, p. 1)]  [3:  	European Parliament Research Service (April 2018) European Implementation Assessment. Regulation (EC) 1107/2009 on the Placing of Plant Protection Products on the Market. ISBN: 978-92-846-2734-9] 

The Commission would like to recall that it is bound to follow the provisions of the PPP Regulation as adopted by the co-legislators in 2009. In particular, in accordance with Article 17 of the regulation, the Commission is obliged to extend the approval periods of active substances under renewal assessment where an assessment is not concluded before the approval expires. This obligation, reflecting the choice of the co-legislators, applies regardless of whether the substance meets the cut-off criteria or not (paragraphs 39 and 40). The Commission would also like to recall that, in order to increase public trust, the Commission has made a proposal to amend the General Food Law to increase the transparency in the food chain[footnoteRef:4], which is currently before the European Parliament and the Council in ordinary legislative procedure. The proposal also includes provisions to improve risk communication (paragraphs 48 and 53). The Commission would like to point out that it has recently stepped up oversight of Member States’ emergency authorisations for PPPs containing restricted neonicotinoids (paragraph 49). The Commission considers that it applies the provisions concerning confirmatory data in Article 6(f) of the regulation correctly, as explained in its report[footnoteRef:5] to the European Ombudsman of February 2018 (paragraph 52). [4:  	Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on the transparency and sustainability of the EU risk assessment in the food chain amending Regulation (EC) No 178/2002 [on general food law], Directive 2001/18/EC [on the deliberate release into the environment of GMOs], Regulation (EC) No 1829/2003 [on GM food and feed], Regulation (EC) No 1831/2003 [on feed additives], Regulation (EC) No 2065/2003 [on smoke flavourings], Regulation (EC) No 1935/2004 [on food contact materials], Regulation (EC) No 1331/2008 [on the common authorisation procedure for food additives, food enzymes and food flavourings], Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009 [on plant protection products] and Regulation (EU) No 2015/2283 [on novel foods] COM/2018/0179 final - 2018/088 (COD)]  [5:  	Report of the Commission on the implementation of the European Ombudsman's Decision in case 12/2013/MDC. See https://www.ombudsman.europa.eu/en/correspondence/en/93729] 

