[bookmark: _GoBack]Follow-up to the European Parliament non-legislative resolution on the 2018 Commission Report on Kosovo[footnoteRef:1] [1:  	This designation is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line with UNSCR 1244/1999 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo declaration of independence.] 

1. Rapporteur: Igor ŠOLTES (Greens / SI)
2. Reference numbers: 2018/2149 (INI) / A8-0332/2018 / P8_TA-PROV(2018)0479 
3. Date of adoption of the resolution: 29 November 2018
4. Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET)
5. Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
Overall, the resolution is supportive of Kosovo and of the European Union efforts to bring it closer to Europe. It particularly mentions the Stabilisation and Association Agreement, the visa liberalisation proposal and the European Reform Agenda as platform for reforms and calls on Kosovo to work on implementation.
At the same time, the Parliament points out to the lack of cross-party consensus and continued political polarisation, noting that it has adversely affected the ability of the assembly and the government to deliver sustained and sustainable reforms and encourages consensus on the reforms related to the accession to the European Union.
The Parliament “considers it vital to grant visa liberalisation to Kosovo without undue delay”, welcomes the Commission’s Report of 18 July 2018 which confirmed that the benchmarks for visa liberalisation have been fulfilled, and calls on the Council to swiftly adopt its mandate to move forward towards the adoption of a visa-free regime. The Parliament also notes that beyond the progress made on meeting visa liberalisation requirements, sustained efforts must continue to fight organised crime, drug trafficking, human smuggling and corruption, in addition to concrete efforts to manage irregular migration flows. On the latter issue, the Parliament takes positive note of the steep reduction in the number of asylum requests and readmissions of Kosovo’s citizens, and of applications for readmission agreements.
The resolution expresses concern with the lack of progress in many areas, such as on the judiciary, corruption, organised crime, and energy. It further calls for a more effective enforcement of the human rights framework, backed by suitable and sufficient coordination and funding.
The resolution supports the Belgrade-Pristina dialogue facilitated by the European Union calls for sustained efforts to comprehensively normalise relations between Serbia and Kosovo, under a legally binding agreement. It further considers that “any agreement could only be acceptable if mutually agreed, taking into account the overall stability in the region and international law.”
The resolution notes that five Member States have not recognised Kosovo and stresses that recognition would be beneficial to the normalisation of relations.
The resolution encourages a “positive approach” with regard to Kosovo’s participation in international organisations.
The political messages and calls for European Union-related reforms in many areas are broadly in line with the statements and findings of the 2018 Commission Report.
Other issues of relevance for the Commission include:
· paragraph 41, which calls on the Commission to develop a regional strategy to address the persistent youth unemployment and brain drain;
· paragraph 42, which calls on Kosovo’s authorities and the Commission to further support SMEs in order to develop a viable economy for Kosovo;
· paragraph 46, which calls on the Commission to step up European Union assistance on renewable energies in Kosovo.
6. Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
Calls on the Commission to develop a regional strategy to address the persistent youth unemployment and brain drain (paragraph 41)
The Commission recalls that tackling youth unemployment is one of the key priorities of the European Union in Kosovo, including as part of Kosovo’s European Reform Agenda. The Commission welcomes that Kosovo recently developed an action plan to tackle youth unemployment and considers that it is now crucial that this plan is implemented. Youth unemployment and brain drain is an issue across the Western Balkans region, however the Commission considers that regional ownership is important for the creation of any regional initiative or strategy. The Commission can support the region in addressing the issue, as it already does through several cooperation paths, e.g. Alliance for Apprenticeships, or European Training Foundation.
Calls on Kosovo’s authorities and the Commission to further support small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in order to develop a viable economy for Kosovo (paragraph 42)
The Commission has committed EUR 10 million under the Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance (IPA) for exactly this purpose. These funds will be blended with those of the EBRD to create an overall package of around EUR 30.5 million for enterprises in Kosovo, aiming to enhance its economic development. In addition, the Commission has committed EUR 3 million under the IPA 2018 programme to boost the competitiveness of Kosovo’s economy and support SME-development, with specific focus on improving business environment and entrepreneurship capacities through the enhancement of start-ups and innovation.
Urges the Commission to step up assistance in this regard [European Union's assistance on renewable energies in Kosovo] (paragraph 46)
Through IPA II, the Commission will support Kosovo’s alignment with the EU acquis in the field of energy, environment, and climate change. Assistance will be provided to help implement energy efficiency measures and explore renewable energy resources through support to the development of renewable energy production. Building on the successful cooperation established under IPA I, efforts of IPA II will partly focus on leveraging the support of International Financial Institutions, in particular in high investment areas such as energy efficiency, renewable energy sources and support to private sector activities. Under the IPA 2017 programme for Kosovo, EUR 10 million assistance will be allocated to the Kosovo Energy Efficiency Fund. The Fund will target energy efficiency measures that will contribute to better comfort level for the students in schools, for the health care centres/hospitals, the service level in the municipal services buildings, and other public buildings, but also in street lighting, etc.
