[bookmark: _GoBack]Follow-up to the European Parliament non-legislative resolution on the 2018 Commission Report on Albania 
1.	Rapporteur: Knut FLECKENSTEIN (S&D / DE)
2.	Reference numbers: 2018/2147 (INI) / A8-0334/2018 / P8_TA-PROV(2018)0481
3.	Date of adoption of the resolution: 29 November 2018
4.	Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET)
5.	Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
[bookmark: weiter]The resolution welcomes Albania’s intensified efforts and steady progress in implementation of EU-related reforms, especially on the justice reform. It fully supports the Commission’s recommendation to open accession negotiations. It calls on Albania to strengthen the Albanian Parliament’s oversight capacities and administrative capacity of relevant state institutions, to address outstanding recommendations by the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe/Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (OSCE/ODIHR), and to engage in constructive political dialogue across parties. The resolution also addresses issues in the fight against corruption and organised crime, protection of property rights, human rights, civil society cooperation, media, social policy, migration, infrastructure and regional cooperation. The Commission shares the European Parliament's assessment of the situation in Albania and the need to continue delivering results on the all the policy areas that are crucial to move forward on the path towards the European Union. It is essential to consolidate deliverables, in the field of rule of law and beyond. The Commission will continue to extensively support Albania in delivering on the necessary reforms in the framework of both its assistance and policy dialogue.
6.	Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission: 
· The resolution calls on the Commission to apply the reinforced approach for negotiating Chapter 23 (judiciary and fundamental rights) and Chapter 24 (justice, freedom and security).
The Commission will continue to apply the strengthened approach to accession negotiations, in particular in relation to rule of law matters related to Chapters 23 and 24.
· The resolution calls on the Commission also to ensure strict conditionality of Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance (IPA) funds for Albania.
The European Commission is committed to strengthening conditionality for IPA assistance as outlined in its Communication "A credible enlargement perspective for and enhanced EU engagement with the Western Balkans (the Western Balkans Strategy)" of 6 February 2018: "Conditionality attached to our bilateral assistance will be strengthened. Increased funding in both the current and next Multi-annual Financial Frameworks should be linked to progress on implementing fundamental reforms and good neighbourly relations." 
This approach is also supported by the Sofia Declaration of 17 May 2018, adopted by the Member States and endorsed by the Western Balkans: "The EU is determined to strengthen and intensify its engagement at all levels to support the region's political, economic and social transformation, including through increased assistance based on tangible progress in the rule of law, as well as in socioeconomic reforms, by the Western Balkans partners."
On Albania, in particular, the Commission aligns IPA assistance with policy priorities. Sector budget support programmes include a set of preconditions and indicators designed to increase the government's commitment to budget transparency and fight against corruption. The assistance of the European Union is conditioned upon the government improving the legislative framework on fight against organised crime and corruption. These conditions are part of a continuous policy dialogue.
· The resolution also reiterates the general call (already made in Parliament’s resolution of 15 February 2017 on the 2016 Commission Report on Albania) to assess in the country reports the effectiveness of IPA support for Albania, especially on the key priorities and relevant projects.
The Commission maintains that the thorough reporting on developments related to the key priorities provides sufficient details to understand progress across the relevant policy areas and the related impact of technical assistance under the IPA framework. As regards overview of IPA assistance, including on actions supporting key priorities, these will continue to be provided through the annual IPA report. Information on amount and sector allocation of IPA funds will also continue to be available in the annual Albania report issued by the Commission in the framework of the Enlargement Package.
