ORDINARY LEGISLATIVE PROCEDURE – First reading
[bookmark: GIRLING]Follow up to the European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on persistent organic pollutants (POPs) (recast)
1.	Rapporteur: Julie GIRLING (EPP / UK)
2.	Reference numbers: 2018/0070 (COD) / A8-0336/2018 / P8_TA-PROV(2019)436
3.	Date of adoption of the resolution: 18 April 2019
4.	Legal basis: Article 192(1) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union
5.	Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI)
6.	Commission's position: Accepts all amendments.
The Commission has issued the following statements in response to the final compromise text regarding the recast of the POPs Regulation
1.	“The Commission underlines that, notwithstanding the right of the co-legislators to choose the ordinary legislative procedure over delegated acts, the use of the ordinary legislative procedure to amend Annexes IV and V could compromise the ability of the EU and its Member States to comply with their international obligations under the Stockholm Convention and to negotiate concentration limits for POPs wastes within the Basel Convention, in view of the timelines and procedures that apply.”
2.	“The Commission notes that as the definition of “article” in the recast of the POPs Regulation refers directly to the definition of “article” in Regulation (EC) No 1907/2006 (REACH), the Commission interprets this term in the same way as it is interpreted in REACH, including any clarifications provided by relevant case-law. Guidance will be prepared by the European Chemicals Agency, in agreement with the Commission, to confirm this interpretation of the term “article” in the POPs regulation, in line with relevant case-law, at the earliest opportunity following the entry into force of the recast of the POPs Regulation.”
3.	“The Commission confirms its intention to launch without delay a review of the limit value for polybrominated diphenyl ethers (PBDEs) in Annex IV to the POPs Regulation, taking into account the available scientific and technical evidence, with the objective of proposing a lower limit value which would include consideration of a possible limit value of 500 ppm.”
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