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1. 	Rapporteur: Ivo VAJGL (ALDE / SI) 
2. 	Reference numbers: 2018/2145 (INI) / A8-0341/2018 / P8_TA-PROV(2018)0480
3. 	Date of adoption of the resolution: 29 November 2018 
4. 	Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET)
5. 	Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution adopted in the European Parliament’s plenary is largely in line with the major findings of the Commission's 2018 Report on the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia in most areas of the acquis. It is supportive of the country's accession perspective into the European Union and the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO). It endorses the Commission’s recommendation to open accession negotiations and the June 2018 Council Conclusions, which set out the path towards opening accession negotiations in June 2019. The resolution shares the progress achieved in advancing European Union's reforms, including through the implementation of the Przino agreement and the Urgent Reform Priorities. It encourages the government to maintain the positive momentum and to accelerate the implementation of these reforms. Concerning good neighbourly relations, the resolution welcomes the entry into force of the bilateral treaty with Bulgaria. It welcomes also the Prespa agreement and supports the completion of all the internal procedures for its ratification and implementation.
The resolution acknowledges the steps taken to restore checks and balances, the increased consultation with civil society organisations and the improving environment in which they operate. The resolution underlines the importance to review the electoral legislation in line with the recommendations of the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe/Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (OSCE/ODIHR), and the Council of Europe’s Venice Commission and Group of States against Corruption (GRECO). It condemns the attacks of 27 April in the Parliament and calls for the organisers and perpetrators to be brought to justice. Concerning the work of the Parliament, it welcomes the launch of the Jean Monnet Dialogue and encourages the Parliament to review its Rules of Procedures. In line with the Commission’s Report, it recommends the Parliament to make full use of its oversight and legislative functions, while limiting the use of fast track procedures. On public administration reform, it acknowledges the progress achieved with the adoption of the public administration reform strategy and the public financial management reform programme and calls for their implementation. It welcomes the measures taken to improve inter-ethnic relations and calls for the implementation of the Ohrid Framework Agreement.
On rule of law, in line with the Commission’s report and the Council Conclusions, the resolution recalls the importance of pursuing reforms in key areas such as the judiciary, fight against corruption and organised crime, including at high level. It welcomes also the judicial reform strategy and calls for its implementation, while underlying the need to take into account the recommendations of the Venice Commission. It calls for accountability for the offenses arising from the wiretapping scandal. It stresses the importance of completing the reform of intelligence services and ensuring proper external oversight. The resolution underlines also the crucial role of an independent media and notes the improvement in the media environment. Overall, the resolution shares the assessment of the Commission regarding the economic situation (e.g. the need to tackle unemployment, informal economy, etc.). It also welcomes the country’s upcoming passage to the second stage of the Stabilisation and Association Agreement.
In some cases, the assessment made in the resolution slightly differs from the Commission Report. For instance, the resolution notes that the country is “considered to be the candidate country which has made the most progress in aligning its legislation with the EU acquis” (recital A). Such assessment was not made explicitly in the Commission 2018 Report. Concerning the work of the Special Prosecutor’s Office (paragraph 29), the Commission assessed that the obstruction faced by the Office diminished and there is an improvement in the work of the Courts. Some minor nuances apply also to some sectors of the acquis (e.g. Skopje and Tetovo have concentration values of fine particles in the air (PM2.5) “among the highest” in Europe, instead of “the” highest (recital I)).
The resolution calls on the Hungarian authorities to respond positively to the extradition request concerning the case of former Prime Minister Gruevski. In this regard, the Commission recalls that rule of law is a fundamental principle of the European Union, for Member States and candidate countries alike. The Commission expects all parties concerned to act strictly in line with the relevant rules, without any politicisation.
Concerning the request, the resolution calls on the Commission to exempt the country from the steel and aluminium safeguard measures (paragraph 66).
6. 	Response to request and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission
Calls on the Commission to exempt the country from the steel and aluminium safeguard measures (paragraph 66)
Concerning the steel and aluminium safeguard measures, the final results of the steel investigation and conclusions were published in the Official Journal of the European Union of 1 February 2019. Accordingly, the definitive measures will be in force as of 2 February 2019 until 30 June 2021. Upon the rules of the World Trade Organisation (WTO) safeguard measures should be imposed against all countries of origin. However the country has benefitted from a number of exemptions as WTO developing country and therefore the safeguard measure will only apply to 4 out of the 26 product categories subject to measures. Furthermore, for 3 out of those 4 product categories of concern, the country will benefit from a country specific quota based on traditional imports.
The Commission strongly supports the historic agreement reached between Skopje and Athens, which sets an example of reconciliation for the region and Europe as a whole.
The Commission will continue to accompany the reform efforts of the country, including through the necessary preparatory work along the path towards the opening of accession negotiations.
