Follow up to the European Parliament non-legislative resolution on education in the digital era: challenges, opportunities and lessons for EU policy design
1. Rapporteur: Yana TOOM (ALDE / EE)
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Reference numbers: 2018/2090 (INI) / A8-0400/2018 / P8_TA-PROV(2018)0485
1. Date of adoption of the Resolution: 11 December 2018
1. Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee for Education and Culture (CULT)
1. Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
Following up on the Digital Education Action Plan, which the Commission adopted in January 2018, and considering the fast digitalisation of society, the resolution addresses the role of education in a digital era, underlining how digital skills are essential for the successful professional and personal development of all citizens. Digital competence, understood as a lifelong learning competence, should address critical thinking and creative skills. Against this backdrop, access to the internet should be ensured for all. This entails a holistic approach to education that balances the development of digital skills and life skills – alongside humanistic skills. Parliament asks the Commission for a comprehensive political response to tackling the digital skills gap. This would ensure that everyone has the opportunity to develop digital skills for a fulfilling life and employability while at the same time consider the risks arising from the inappropriate use of digital technologies.
1. Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
Within the context of the Gothenburg Summit in November 2017, the Commission presented its ambitious vision for creating a European Education Area by 2025. In January 2018, the Commission put forward a first package delivering on this agenda. Part of this package was the Digital Education Action Plan, which puts forward 11 actions to support the Member States in embracing digital transformation in education. The Digital Education Action Plan came five years after the last specific Commission policy initiative on digital matters in education.
The Commission welcomes the European Parliament resolution on education in the digital era: challenges, opportunities and lessons for a European policy design. It confirms its strong commitment to support the Member States in ensuring that education systems make good use of digital technologies and are prepared for future change – in full respect of subsidiarity and according to each Member State’s priorities and strategies.
Regarding the European Parliament's call on the Commission to support mobile students, the Commission is using digital technologies to facilitate automatic recognition of diplomas and study periods abroad and to provide better services for both learners and education and training institutions. For example, the Commission helps developing the European student eCard and collaborates on the use of blockchain technologies for diplomas through the European Blockchain Parntership. It is also the Commission’s intention to scale up the “Erasmus without papers” project.
Moreover, the Commission agrees that it is important to foster digital skills of young professionals on the job. As recommended by the European Parliament, the Commission will continue to support Digital Opportunities Traineeships. To increase the number of people with advanced digital skills, on top of the support provided by Erasmus+, the Commission also envisages supporting Master Programmes on artificial intelligence, high performing computing and cybersecurity as well as short-term training courses and job placements on cutting-edge technologies through the new Digital Europe Programme.
The Commission agrees with the European Parliament that it is important not only to develop digital competences, but also to assess them. The Commission welcomes the Parliament’s support for the tools, which exist for the development or self-assessment of digital competences of individuals (The DigComp framework and the Key Competences recommendation) and the capacity building of organisations (SELFIE for schools and HEInnovate for higher education). The Commission recalls that the SELFIE tool is currently available in the 24 official languages of the European Union with more languages to be added over time. The Commission welcomes the interest of the Member States and regional or local authorities in using the tool.
The Commission agrees with the European Parliament on the importance to further improve children’s safety online by developing and implementing prevention programmes and awareness-raising campaigns. It welcomes the encouragement of Member States to further promote the #SaferInternet4EU Campaign, notably through the Safer Internet Centres. The Commission notes that the promotion of programming and computational skills are foreseen both in the Action Plan and in the EU Code Week as a means to foster citizens’ interest in the creative use of digital technologies. This will encourage creation through technologies rather than passive consumption of devices, tools, and content.
Of course, broadband connectivity of citizens is an essential element in addressing the digital skills gap. The proposal for a Connecting Europe Facility aims at improving access to future-oriented broadband connections (1 Gbit/second) by 2025, in particular to all main socio-economic drivers, including schools. It thereby contributes to the overall connectivity of the European territories, including those of the outermost regions, to the Internet. In the same vain, the WiFi4EU initiative promotes free access to Wi-Fi connectivity for citizens in public spaces including parks, squares, public buildings, libraries and museums in municipalities throughout Europe.
The collection of data on the access, use, confidence and attitudes of students, (head) teachers and parents regarding Information and Communication Technology (ICT) in schools is currently ongoing. The Commission is funding a major study through the Horizon 2020 programme, called the 2nd Survey of Schools: ICT in Education. Results of the study will be available later in 2019. As regards digitally signed qualifications and credentials, the Commission informs Parliament that work is currently ongoing on the technical framework within the context of the modernisation of Europass (Decision 2018/646/EU).
The Commission underlines that the Digital Education Action Plan is bringing together initiatives from six different Directorates-General. It is thus a step towards a more coherent and integrated approach on digital education, in full complementarity with other relevant initiatives. The Commission also stresses that it aims to create more synergies across its programmes supporting digital skills.
Regular coordination on the implementation of the 11 actions of the Digital Education Action Plan is taking place in order to monitor progress and achievements with a view to preparing the 2020 mid-term review. The Commission underlines that while the focus of the Action Plan on initial education and training systems will help to maximise impact, it agrees on the need to develop further actions and strategies that bridge all educational sectors and levels.
