ORDINARY LEGISLATIVE PROCEDURE – First reading
[bookmark: SALINI]Follow up to the European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing the space programme of the Union and the European Union Agency for the Space Programme and repealing Regulations (EU) No 912/2010, (EU) No 1285/2013, (EU) No 377/2014 and Decision 541/2014/EU
1.	Rapporteur: Massimiliano SALINI (EPP / IT)
2.	Reference numbers: 2018/0236 (COD) / A8-0405/2018 / P8_TA-PROV(2019)0402
3.	Date of adoption of the resolution: 17 April 2019
4.	Legal basis: Article 189(2) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union
5.	Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE)
6.	Commission's position: The Commission accepts the amendments agreed in the inter-institutional negotiations (common understanding), but reserves its position with regard to the other amendments, in particular horizontal aspects relating to the overall Multi-annual Financial Framework negotiations, including budgetary aspects and provisions of a more horizontal nature (such as participation of third countries, cumulative funding and recourse to implementing acts).
The Commission has issued the following statements in response to the text of the common understanding:
Configurations of the committee:
“As regards the introduced by the co-legislators configurations of the committee (within the meaning of Regulation (EU) N0 182/2011), the Commission notes that the Member States remain free and solely responsible to choose their representatives in the committee and the Commission does not interpret this provision as conferring on it any power to indicate or select the right experts for a particular configuration.”
Member States’ participation in space surveillance and tracking (SST) and related implementing act:
“In the understanding of the Commission, its empowerment under Article 56(4) of the regulation includes inter alia, as indicated in recital 65a, establishing whether offers submitted by Member States under Article 56(3) should relate to all or some orbits. The Commission furthermore understands that Article 56(3) allows the presentation of several joint proposals, each of them by at least 5 Member States and that the Commission may select several offers to maximise the participation of Member States in SST.”
Access to space:
“As stated in recital 4, in view of the limited budget, activities under Article 5 on access to space should be without prejudice to the main implementation of the programme components indicated in Article 3 (a) to (e). The Commission therefore intends to prioritise the implementation of the programme’s components.”
Security configuration committee for security:
“The Commission emphasises that, due to the sensitivity of the security aspects of the programme and in accordance with Article 3(4) and Article 6(2) of Regulation (EU) 182/2011, it is particularly important that the chair of the Programme Committee meeting in the Security Configuration makes every effort to find solutions which command the widest possible support on the security aspects of the programme within the Committee.”
Copernicus Market Development as core task of the EU Agency:
“The Commission regrets that additional tasks (Copernicus market development) will be given to the EU Agency while it would not have the resources to cope with them. Bearing in mind the overall resources constraints, the Agency may have to cope with these new activities by means of internal redeployment, notably through seeking further synergies and efficiencies.”
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