ORDINARY LEGISLATIVE PROCEDURE – First reading
[bookmark: VIRKKUN]Follow up to the European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing the Connecting Europe Facility and repealing Regulations (EU) No 1316/2013 and (EU) No 283/2014
1.	Rapporteur: Henna VIRKKUNEN (EPP / FI), Marian-Jean MARINESCU (EPP / RO), Pavel TELIČKA (ALDE / CZ)
2.	Reference numbers: 2018/0228 (COD) / A8-0409/2018 / P8_TA-PROV(2019)0420
3.	Date of adoption of the resolution: 17 April 2019
4.	Legal basis: Articles 172 and 194 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union
5.	Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Transport and Tourism (TRAN) and Committee on Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE) 
6.	Commission's position:
The voted text reflects the Common Understanding reached at the final trilogue of 7 March 2019. This Common Understanding left aside at this stage all budgetary and certain horizontal provisions, pending further progress on the Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF). For these elements, the European Parliament voted their position as adopted in the previous plenary vote of 12 December 2018.
The Commission can support the text of the Common Understanding and has made the following declaration regarding the co-funding rate for missing links under the CEF cohesion envelope, which was transmitted to the European Parliament in advance of the plenary vote:
“The partial agreement reached on 7 March 2019 concerning the Connecting Europe Facility foresees an increase of the co-financing rate for missing links supported under the CEF cohesion envelope to 85 %, in addition to the 85 % exception for cross-border links proposed by the Commission.
The Commission expressed its reservation concerning such increase because it would potentially extend the 85 % co-financing rate to most actions supported under the CEF cohesion envelope and thus introduce an inconsistency with the co-funding rates proposed for the Cohesion Fund in the Common Provisions Regulation.
The Commission regrets that a consistent approach could not be maintained and points out that the partial agreement reached on CEF shall not affect its position regarding the ongoing negotiations on the Common Provisions Regulation.”
Regarding the European Parliament’s position on provisions outside of those reached for the Common Understanding, the Commission retains the position of the Commission proposal for budgetary amounts, the modalities of the Cohesion envelope and certain horizontal provisions. These elements will be negotiated as part of the overall MFF negotiations.
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