ORDINARY LEGISLATIVE PROCEDURE – First reading
[bookmark: EHLER]Follow up to the European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a decision of the European Parliament and of the Council on establishing the specific programme implementing Horizon Europe - the Framework Programme for Research and Innovation
1.	Rapporteur: Christian EHLER (EPP / DE)
2.	Reference numbers: 2018/0225 (COD) / A8-0410/2018 / P8_TA-PROV(2019)0396
3.	Date of adoption of the resolution: 17 April 2019
4.	Legal basis: Articles 173(3) and 182(4) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union
5.	Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE)
6.	Commission's position: The Commission welcomes the European Parliament’s position adopted at first reading on the partial agreement reached by the co-legislators during the last trilogue on 19 March 2019. The Commission accepts all amendments that have been subject to interinstitutional negotiations and reserves its position on the budgetary aspects and some horizontal provisions, which are subject to the overall agreement on the EU's next long-term budget. The Commission also accepts the amendment to the legislative resolution aimed at adapting, at a later stage of the procedure for this file, the legal basis for the decision on the Specific Programme in light of the significant changes made in the Specific Programme compared to the original Commission proposal.
The Commission has entered the following statement in response to the text of the common understanding:
“The Commission underlines that it is contrary to the letter and to the spirit of Regulation 182/2011  (OJ L 55 of 28.2.2011, p. 13)  to invoke Article 5 § 4, subparagraph 2, point b) in a systematic manner. Recourse to this provision must respond to a specific need to depart from the rule of principle, which is that the Commission may adopt a draft implementing act when no opinion is delivered. Given that it is an exception to the general rule established by Article 5 (4) recourse to subparagraph 2, point b), cannot be simply seen as a "discretionary power" of the legislator, but must be interpreted in a restrictive manner and thus must be justified. While the Commission notes the agreement reached by the European Parliament and the Council on the recourse to this provision, it regrets that such justification is not reflected in a recital.”
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