Follow- up to the European Parliament non-legislative resolution
of 13 February 2019 on the 2018 Report on Bosnia and Herzegovina
1.	Rapporteur: Cristian Dan PREDA (EPP / RO)
[bookmark: _GoBack]2.	Reference numbers: 2018/2148 (INI) / A8-0467/2018 / P8_TA-PROV(2019)0095
3.	Date of adoption of the resolution: 13 February 2019
4.	Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET)
5.	Brief analysis of the resolution and requests made in it
The resolution closely follows the Commission's findings as provided for under the 2018 Report on Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH) as well as the EU position regarding the next steps towards BiH, particularly in light of the upcoming Commission Opinion on BiH’s application for membership. 
The resolution is a well-balanced text and in line with the 2018 Progress Report and the Commission position on BiH. The text welcomes the submission of BiH’s answers to the Commission’s questionnaire and urges the BiH authorities to respond to the follow-up questions of the Commission. It voices concerns about the lack of substantial reform progress due to a prolonged and polarised electoral campaign and calls for the swift formation of governments at all levels.
The resolution mentions the state of play and challenges in BiH, addressing in particular detail the need for progress on rule of law issues, including the fight against corruption and organised crime, electoral and constitutional reform, as well as adoption of countrywide strategies on human rights and gender mainstreaming. It stresses that BiH is expected to progressively align its constitutional and legal system with the requirements of the EU acquis regarding non-discrimination between citizens in BiH. The resolution points out that insufficient educational and economic reforms are contributing to high levels of youth unemployment and economic emigration.
The resolution deplores the fact that still no meeting of the Stabilisation and Association Parliamentary Committee (SAPC) has taken place as delegates from BiH are unable to agree on rules of procedure. It acknowledges the progress made in establishing institutional mechanisms of cooperation between authorities and civil society organisation, as well as the adoption of strategies for public administration and justice reform.
As regards sectoral policies, the slow progress in the adoption and/or implementation of countrywide strategies for the approximation of the acquis in the areas of environment, energy and transport is highlighted. Other ongoing issues such as refugees, radicalisation, prosecution of war crimes, freedom of expression and independence of media are also raised, in line with Commission’s positions.
6.	Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission
[bookmark: weiter]The Commission overall welcomes the support this resolution provides to the continuation of reforms in BiH. The Commission shares the European Parliament’s assessment of the situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina and the need to deliver on the necessary requirements for further progress on the EU path, starting with further advancing key reforms. The Commission agrees on the need for swift formation of governments on all levels and the emphasis on rule of law as well as socio-economic reforms. The Commission will continue to support BiH authorities in delivering in these areas, in particular through the upcoming Opinion on the application for membership of BiH, which will provide a roadmap for the country’s EU path for the coming years.

