Follow-up to the European Parliament non-legislative resolution on the single market package
1. Groups which tabled the resolution pursuant to Rule 123(2) and (4) of the European Parliament's Rules of Procedure: EPP and ALDE
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Reference numbers: 2018/2903 (RSP) / B8-0557/2018 / P8_TA-PROV(2018)0511
3. Date of adoption of the resolution: 10 December 2018
4. Competent Parliamentary Committee: n/a
5. Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution welcomes the Commission’s Single Market Communication[footnoteRef:1] and emphasises the importance and the benefits of the Single Market. It agrees with the Commission’s assessment that there are still numerous barriers in the Single Market that should be removed to achieve its full potential. The resolution highlights the importance of digital technologies and their relevance for all areas of the Single Market and argues in favour of an ambitious agenda. It stresses the need of enforcement and implementation efforts at all levels to ensure that the Single Market delivers in practice. [1:  	Communication “The Single Market in a changing world – A unique asset in need of renewed political commitment” of 22 November 2018, COM(2018) 772 (the “Single Market Communication”)] 

The resolution supports the Commission’s call for an in-depth discussion by leaders at the European Council to renew the political commitment to the Single Market and pushes for an ambitious agenda for the next five years. As regards pending Commission proposals in the area of the Single Market, the Parliament expresses concerns that several proposals are blocked in the Council.
6. Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
The Commission welcomes the general support of the Parliament to the Single Market Communication and to its objectives.
Benefits of the Single Market and need to remove remaining barriers (paragraphs 1 to 8):
The Commission welcomes the Parliament’s emphasis of the important benefits of the Single Market for citizens and businesses and the Parliament’s call to remove unjustified barriers. The Commission agrees with the Parliaments that the Single Market for services is less developed than for goods.
The Commission has already put forward many proposals to improve the Single Market for both services and goods, several of which have not yet been adopted by the Parliament and the Council (list in annex 1 of the Single Market Communication). The Commission therefore calls upon the Parliament and the Council to work towards their adoption as swiftly as possible and in any event before the end of this legislature.
Importance of digital technologies (paragraphs 9 to 11):
The Commission has already put forward many proposals in the area of the Digital Single Market (list in annex 1 of the Single Market Communication) and calls upon the Parliament and the Council to work towards their adoption as swiftly as possible and in any event before the end of this legislature.
The Commission agrees with the Parliament that digital technologies are relevant to all areas of the Single Market. As it pointed out in the Single Market Communication, one objective for the Commission is to keep all Single Market rules up to date to ensure that innovation and the diffusion of new technologies boost productivity growth, consumers are protected, fair competition is preserved and public administration can be modernised.
Joint responsibility of all actors for a well-functioning Single Market (paragraphs 12 to 17):
The Commission agrees with the Parliament that delivering a well-functioning Single Market is a shared responsibility and that it will only work in practice if all actors fulfil their parts. As regards the Parliament’s call to the Commission to make better use of existing instruments to take action against national rules that violate internal market rules, the Commission would like to stress that it keeps under constant review all relevant national rules, leading, where necessary, to the launch of infringement procedures in line with the strategic approach it set out in 2016[footnoteRef:2]. In addition, the Commission provides support to the Member States and works with them, whenever possible, ahead of the adoption of national measures to ensure that they are fully in line with Union law. [2:  	“EU law : better results through better application”, C(2016) 8600] 

Adoption of pending Commission proposals and agenda for the future (paragraphs 18 to 20):
In the Single Market Communication, the Commission has highlighted the areas which present the greatest potential for economic integration. The Commission takes note of the Parliament’s support of an ambitious agenda for the next mandate, including on capital market integration.
As regards pending Commission proposals in the field of the Single Market, the Commission agrees that all Union institutions have a joint responsibility to work together in a constructive way to adopt the proposals as soon as possible. It therefore calls upon the Parliament to work towards their adoption as swiftly as possible.

