Follow up to the European Parliament non-legislative resolution on the draft Council decision on the conclusion of the Protocol on the implementation of the Fisheries Partnership Agreement between the European Union and the Republic of Côte d’Ivoire (2018-2024)
1. Rapporteur: João FERREIRA (GUE/NGL / PT)
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Reference numbers: 2018/0267M (NLE) / A8-0034/2019 / P8_TA-PROV(2019)0064
3. Date of adoption of the resolution: 12 February 2019
4. Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Fisheries (PECH)
5. Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution generally supports the renewal of the Sustainable Fisheries Partnership Agreement (SFPA) with Côte d’Ivoire and the dual objectives of access for EU fleets and of cooperation for establishing a sustainable fishery policy.
It calls, in particular, for improvements on governance and means of surveillance, on measures to fight against illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing, and on scientific capacities of Côte d’Ivoire. It further calls to help establishing Marine Protecting Areas (MPAs), to enable renovation or construction of port infrastructures and fish market as well as vocational training centres for fishermen and seamen. It finally stresses the need to reinforce representation mechanisms for male and female workers of the artisanal sector, and to consider the unions’ demands concerning social security, health and retirement cover for seamen from the African, Caribbean and Pacific Group of States (ACP).
In addition, it considers that the objective set in the Protocol regarding the employment of ACP fishermen on EU fishing vessels should aim at overpassing the existing 20 %.
6. Response to requests and overview of the actions taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
The Commission takes note of the resolution’s recommendations and shares the objectives of allowing access for EU vessels in order to fish sustainably in Côte d’Ivoire as well as reinforcing the partner State’s control and scientific capacities. This is the objective of the multiannual programming that has been proposed by Côte d’Ivoire and discussed in the Joint Committee meeting.
The Commission notes that the annual budget of EUR 352 000 over 2 years, then EUR 407 000 over 4 years, will address some of the recommendations. However, health and retirement schemes are beyond the scope of the programme. Moreover, they do not fall within the competence of the Ministry in charge of Fisheries in Côte d’Ivoire, which is responsible for the programme’s implementation. In addition, authorities from Côte d’Ivoire have not presented any port construction or rehabilitation measures in their initial programme.
The multiannual sectorial support programme under this SFPA's protocol includes activities reinforcing actions carried out under the previous protocol as well as innovative actions. 30 % of sectorial support will be spent for surveillance purposes, including for the Fisheries Surveillance Centre operationalisation (Vessel Monitoring Systems (VMS) and Electronic Reporting System (ERS) in particular). Research and innovation (40 %) will be boosted with a view to explore all fishing opportunities via campaigns, studies, management plans and follow-up actions, for maritime or inland fisheries (lakes resources or aquaculture) and for the specific benefit of women. Indeed, a fund for fishmongers and FAO (Food and Agriculture Organization)-certified fish-ovens are among the planned activities funded under this protocol. The Commission will pay particular attention to the fact that the activity of artisanal workers, notably women involved in transformation, is supported through supply chain of EU vessels, on a voluntary basis. Ivorian seamen employment on-board EU vessels is already above the level of 20 % of the crew. This is due to the presence of the EU fleets in the port of Abidjan which is their main port of unloading in the sub-region. Catch data from EU fleet is shared regularly with the authorities for almost continuous checks, and the country surveillance centre is fitted with functional VMS and ERS thanks to the support provided under the previous protocol.
On the state of the fishing resource, the EU fleet targets species under the competence of the International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT). A specific joint scientific committee would therefore be redundant with the scientific work of this Regional Fisheries Management Organisation (RFMO) as ICCAT management recommendations fully apply in the Exclusive Economic Zone of Côte d’Ivoire. Support is also provided to the participation and contribution of Côte d’Ivoire to such international fora.
It is planned that EU funds will seek to complement the activity of the SFPA as regards the empowerment of local fishing communities, as well, in the area of blue economy, of aquaculture development. Complementarity will also be sought with surveillance and capacity building activities undertaken through the EU-funded PESCAO and GOGIN projects, notably with the direct involvement of the European Fisheries Control Agency (EFCA).
In line with the provisions laid down in the Framework Agreement on relations between the European Parliament and the European Commission, the European Parliament is kept fully informed of the outcomes of the Joint Committee meetings.
