ORDINARY LEGISLATIVE PROCEDURE – First reading 

Follow up to the European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on minimum requirements for water reuse 
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1. Rapporteur: Simona BONAFÈ (S&D / IT) 
2. Reference numbers: 2018/0169 (COD) / A8-0044/2019/ P8_TA-PROV(2019)0071 
3. Date of adoption of the resolution: 12 February 2019 
4. Legal basis: Article 192(1) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union 
5. Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI) 
6. Commission's position: the Commission reserves its position on all the amendments of the European Parliament and takes note, in particular, of the following proposed changes: 
o The resolution proposes that Member States may choose to use reclaimed waters also for other uses than agricultural irrigation. 
o The resolution proposes to introduce additional actors and further responsibilities and obligations, namely for distributors of reclaimed water and storage operators. These include an obligation to maintain the quality of the water they received from the reclamation plant, thereby extending the chain of responsibility. 
o The resolution proposes to require a dedicated infrastructure for the distribution and storage of reclaimed waters. 
o The resolution proposes that the national competent authority would oversee the process of preparing the risk management plan. 
o The resolution proposes to introduce additional permit requirements for distributors (i.e. the party operating or controlling the reclaimed water distribution infrastructure) and storage operators. 
o The resolution proposes changes to the evaluation process, shortening the time available for the evaluation of the regulation from 6 to 5 years after the date of entry into force. It requires to evaluate specific elements, in particular whether there is a need to extend the scope of the regulation to other specific uses, to cover also indirect use of treated water1, and to lay down minimum requirements for the purpose of aquifer recharge. 

1 Indirect reuse means the discharge of treated wastewater back into surface or groundwater bodies, from where it is then abstracted to be used again. 10 


o The resolution proposes, for Annex I, some additional parameters for the minimum quality requirements (e.g. salmonella). For the monitoring requirements, it introduces changes to the validation monitoring provisions. For annex II, microplastics is added to the list of items to be analysed by the risk management plan in view of possible additional requirements. 
o The resolution proposes to delete the provisions granting empowerment to the Commission to develop: 1) delegated acts to adapt the minimum requirements set out by the Regulation to technical and scientific progress; 2) delegated acts to adapt the key risk management tasks of Annex II to technical and scientific progress; and 3) an implementing act to lay down detailed rules regarding the format and presentation of information to be provided to the public 

