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Follow up to the European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a directive of the European Parliament and of the Council discontinuing seasonal changes of time and repealing Directive 2000/84/EC
1.	Rapporteur: Marita ULVSKOG (S&D / SE)
2.	Reference numbers: 2018/0332 (COD) / A8-0169/2019 / P8_TA-PROV(2019)0225
3.	Date of adoption of the resolution: 26 March 2019
4.	Legal basis: Art 114 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union
5.	Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Transport and Tourism (TRAN)
6.	Commission's position: The Commission can accept certain amendments.
Discontinuing the seasonal changes of time (amendment 14 (recital 5), amendment 18 (recital 7) and amendment 21 (Article 1): the European Parliament confirms the logic of the Commission proposal, namely to support an EU-wide discontinuation of the seasonal changes of time while leaving the choice to the Member States whether to stay permanently with summertime (default option) or standard (“winter”) time. The European Parliament is proposing to extend the timing of application from 2019 (as proposed by the Commission) to 2021. The European Parliament also introduces a requirement on the Member States to notify to the Commission by 1 April 2020, in case they would choose to make a final seasonal switch back to wintertime in October 2021.
The Commission can support these amendments: it maintains the logic of the original proposal, while proposing a later date for application.
Coordination mechanism – linked to the delegated powers (amendment 15 (recital 6), amendment 19 (recital 7a (new)) and amendments 22 to 26 (Article 2 - paragraph 2, 2a (new), 2b (new) and 2c (new)): the European Parliament proposes to introduce a new coordination mechanism, through the creation of a network consisting of the Member States and the Commission. This network should discuss and assess the Member States’ notifications of their decision on permanent standard times after the abolishment of the seasonal time switches and their potential impact on the functioning of the internal market, with a view to avoid significant disruptions. Should the Commission consider that the choice of a Member State would significantly affect the proper functioning of the internal market, it shall inform the concerned Member State thereof, who will still be able to maintain its choice but would then be required to explain how it will address the negative impacts.
The Commission cannot support this comprehensive coordination scheme as presented by the European Parliament as the usefulness of this mechanism is unclear and at the same time raises a number of concerns. First, these amendments create legal obligations for both the Commission, who has to assess the change of time notified by a Member State, but also for the Member States, who will be obliged to 1) justify their choice of standard time, if the Commission has raised concerns, and 2) remedy any potential negative impacts on the internal market stemming from their choice. This raises issues of competence and subsidiarity, given that the choice of standard time falls under the competence of the Member States. Secondly, it is not clear if the coordination mechanism applies only to the change in 2021 or also to subsequent changes of standard time (which was the purpose of Article 2 of the Commission’s proposal).
Empowerment by delegated act to postpone the entry into force – linked to the coordination mechanism (AM 20 (recital 7b (new), AM 30 (article 4a (new)) and AM 31 (Article 4b (new)): the European Parliament is proposing to empower the Commission to adopt delegated acts in case it finds that the Member States’ choices of permanent standard time have the potential to significantly and permanently hamper the proper functioning of the internal market. In that case, the Commission would be able to adopt a delegated act postponing the date of application of the directive by no more than 12 months, and submit a legislative proposal, if appropriate.
The Commission cannot support this empowerment, as an empowerment for a delegated act should only deal with non-essential elements of a basic act, while the date of entry into force is clearly an essential element of the proposal.
Implementation/evaluation report (amendments 27 and 28 (Article 3 – paragraph 1 and 2) and (recital 8): the European Parliament proposes to postpone the implementation/ evaluation report to be submitted by the Commission by one year. However, the European Parliament adds that the Commission should accompany this report, where necessary, by a legislative proposal for the review of the directive, based on a thorough impact assessment, involving all relevant stakeholders.
The Commission can agree with postponing the implementation/ evaluation report in line with the postponed date of application. However, the Commission has concerns about the added formulations of the European Parliament as regards a possible legislative proposal based on an impact assessment, in view of its right of initiative.
Transposition and repeal of Directive 2000/84/EC (amendment 29 (article 4) and amendment 32 (Article 5)): the European Parliament is bringing the transposition deadlines and the repeal of the original Directive 2000/84/EC in line with the new proposed deadlines.
The Commission can agree to bring the timing of the transposition and repeal in line with the final agreement on the entry into force of the new directive.
Additional amendments on recitals (amendments 1 to 13 and amendments 16 and 17): the European Parliament inserts additional arguments in the recitals as to explain why it is justified to discontinue the seasonal time changes. These refer, inter alia, to research of chrono-biologists, health effects, a reference to the outcome of the public consultation, citizens’ petitions, transitional costs, the current system of three time zones, and the process of national consultations.
The Commission could support in principle the additional explanation and arguments in the recitals as they are supporting its own analysis.
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