


[bookmark: _GoBack]Follow up to the European Parliament resolution of 14 March 2019 on 
the Annual strategic report on the implementation and delivery of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
1.	Rapporteur: Francesc GAMBÚS (EPP / ES) and Eleni THEOCHAROUS (ECR / CY)
2.	EP reference number: 2018/2279 (INI) / A8-0160/2019 / P8_TA-PROV(2019)0220
3.	Date of adoption of the resolution: 14 March 2019
4.	Competent Parliamentary Committee: Development (DEVE) and Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI)
5.	Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution prepared jointly by the European Parliament Committees on Development and on Environment, Public Health and Food Safety, intends to contribute to the EU stocktaking on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development[footnoteRef:1] and the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). This Annual Strategic Report allows Parliament to react to the Commission Reflection Paper ‘Towards a Sustainable Europe by 2030’[footnoteRef:2].  [1:  	https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/development-agenda/]  [2:  	https://ec.europa.eu/commission/sites/beta-political/files/rp_sustainable_europe_30-01_en_web.pdf] 

The co-rapporteurs believe that the SDGs can and should provide inspiration and guidance for what the EU aims to achieve and focus on over the coming years.
The resolution welcomes the Commission Reflection Paper and proposes a very ambitious approach to implementing the SDGs based on the first scenario, which proposes an overarching strategy for the implementation of the SDGs by the EU and the Member States and stresses that a sustainable Europe is the way forward to ensure the well-being and prosperity of its citizens and the planet. The resolution highlights that the Union should renew its commitment to being a global frontrunner in implementing the 2030 Agenda and the SDGs, together with its Member States, in line with the principle of subsidiarity and in close cooperation with its international partners. Among other things, the resolution:
· calls on the Commission to propose an all-encompassing EU 2030 strategy to  implement the SDGs and to integrate these goals in the EU’s policies and governance; 
· calls on the Commission to identify gaps in all relevant policies legislation, governance and implementation, and to submit a full report on those gaps without further delay so as to present a comprehensive strategy before the end of 2019;
· underlines the need to set out common indicators and benchmarks, an analysis of the distance to targets and goals, and required action and means of implementation; 
· underlines the need for the Commission to develop a participatory monitoring, accountability and review framework to implement and mainstream the SDGs, and which should gather information and data at national and subnational levels;
· stresses that the EU’s 2030 strategy should outline when and how the Commission and the co-legislator will undertake sustainability impact assessments to reorient existing policies and for new legislative proposals, reviews or recasting of Union legislation;
· calls on the Commission to revise the Better Regulation Agenda Guidelines and to monitor its ex-ante assessments to ensure full policy coherence in implementing the SDGs;
· calls on the Commission to adapt the existing European Semester process to involve the Parliament, to align it with the 2030 Agenda, and to include a sustainability check; 
· stresses that the Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) 2021-27 must be oriented towards the 2030 Agenda and ensure enhanced mainstreaming of sustainable development in all funding mechanisms and budgetary lines and calls on the Commission to enhance accountability for delivering collective results through the MFF; 
· proposes that the role of the multi-stakeholder platform on SDGs should be upgraded and brought into a formal and inter-institutional consultation framework;
· stresses the importance of better coordination and cooperation between and within decision-making bodies, different organisations and relevant stakeholders, including local authorities and civil society organisations, in order to implement the 2030 Agenda and to achieve greater Policy Coherence for Sustainable Development (PCSD); 
· welcomes the UN-led in-depth review of SDGs 4 (quality education), 8 (decent work and economic growth), 10 (reduced inequalities), 13 (climate action), 16 (peace, justice and strong institutions) and 17 (partnerships for the goals) and expects the Union to contribute comprehensively to the review in full;
· calls on the Commission, in the framework of the High-Level Political Forum, to honour the EU’s leading role in designing and implementing the 2030 Agenda and to present a comprehensive joined-up report on all SDGs. It also underlines that EU reporting, including the forthcoming Joint Synthesis Report on the EU support to developing countries, should include an analysis of the state of play and current shortcomings and gaps.
6.	Response to requests and overview of actions taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
The Commission welcomes the Parliament’s Annual strategic report on the implementation and delivery of the Sustainable Development Goals. The report is comprehensive and detailed. It emphasises the importance of a sustainable Europe. It highlights the complex global challenges and the need for comprehensive responses that the 2030 Agenda can deliver. 
EU 2030 strategy for the implementation of the SDGs (paragraphs 10, 16 and 17), better regulation tools (paragraph 54) and European Semester process (paragraphs 27 and 28)
The Commission takes note of Parliament's call to develop an all-encompassing EU 2030 strategy for the implementation of the SDGs. The Reflection Paper ‘Towards a Sustainable Europe by 2030’ forms part of the discussion on the future of Europe and provides inspiration for the discussion on the political priorities post 2019. As with all the reflection papers on the future of Europe, the scenarios offer ideas to spur the debate and thinking, rather than providing a detailed and operational plan on the way forward.   
Sustainable Development is firmly anchored in the EU Treaties and the EU played a key role in the UN developing and adopting the Sustainable Development Goals. Achieving the SDGs is a shared responsibility and requires effective cooperation at EU, national, regional and local levels, respecting the principles of subsidiarity and proportionality. The Commission has been mainstreaming the Sustainable Development Goals in the European policy framework and Commission priorities, using the Better Regulation tools for this purpose. The decisions regarding a future EU SDG long term overarching strategy, further use of the better regulation tools as well as a stronger SDG mainstreaming of the European Semester will be taken by the next Commission. To be effective, a strategy for managing the SDGs will have to find the right balance between ambition and completeness, and feasibility and administrative complexity, and will have to ensure that all relevant actors play their respective roles. 
SDG Multi-stakeholder platform (paragraph 52)
The Commission takes note of Parliament's call to upgrade the SDG Multi-stakeholder platform. The decision on whether to continue the mandate of the Platform beyond 2019[footnoteRef:3] and its tasks will be the prerogative of the next Commission.  [3:  	https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/commission-decision-22_may-on-sdg-stakeholder-platform_en.pdf ] 

Monitoring framework (paragraphs 4 and 31)
On Parliament's calls for indicators across all goals and targets and for a monitoring framework consistent with the UN Global Indicator Framework, the Commission underlines that Eurostat provides regular reporting on the progress towards the SDGs in an EU context since 2017. The Commission considers that this reporting is one of the key tools for assessing progress towards sustainable development. However, as also indicated by the Commission in the Reflection Paper, it is clear that there is room for further strengthening the SDG monitoring and reporting framework.
A specific EU SDG Implementation Strategy and monitoring and reporting on it through the European Semester, which is part of the options suggested in the Reflection Paper “Towards a sustainable Europe by 2030”, could be a possibility when moving forward.
The Eurostat SDG monitoring package is widely recognised as a very broad assessment of progress towards the SDGs. It is considered best-practice by several Member States and the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE). The next edition of the report will be published at the end of June, in time to inform the 2019 High Level Political Forum.
The monitoring is based on a set of 100 indicators, which was developed in a broad consultation process with internal and external stakeholders and approved by the European Statistical System Committee in May 2017. Whenever quantitative targets for the European Union exist (for 16 out of the 100 indicators) progress is analysed in relation to those targets. These targets are not decided by Eurostat but by policymakers. In addition, the indicators have been chosen for their policy relevance and statistical quality. As a result, 28 indicators are aligned with high-level scoreboards of EU policies, for example the headline indicators of the social scoreboard of the European Pillar of Social Rights. 
Multiannual Financial Framework 2021-27 (paragraphs 5 and 38)
The Commission underlines that the principles of prosperity, sustainability, solidarity and security guide Commission’s proposal for the next multi-annual European budget for 2021-2027. The SDGs have provided an overarching framework to structure the debate on Europe's political priorities. 
In addition, sustainable development is at the very core of the proposals. It is a crosscutting priority, not just one heading or a single programme. Sustainability is promoted through numerous programmes and spending instruments. As a practical example, the next multi-annual budget introduces a more ambitious goal for climate mainstreaming across all EU programmes, with a target of 25% of EU expenditure contributing to climate, including clean energy transition objectives[footnoteRef:4]. This target is raised to 35% of the overall budget of the proposed research and innovation framework programme ‘Horizon Europe’, which is conceived and designed in line with the SDGs. [4:  	https://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/budget/mainstreaming_en] 

Internal dimension: reducing inequality, poverty and gender gaps (paragraphs 24, 32, 77) 
The Commission agrees that besides the SDGs on no poverty, gender equality, and reduced inequalities, there are also other important global goals contributing to the social dimension. They include the SDGs on good health and wellbeing, quality education, decent work and economic growth, and sustainable cities and communities. 	
The Commission highlights that the European Pillar of Social Rights is the main guidance for tackling inequality, poverty, and gender imbalances and implementing the social dimension of the 2030 Agenda in the EU. In this respect, the EU is implementing the Pillar and social aspects of the 2030 Agenda through legislative and non-legislative actions. 
For example, with respect to inequality and poverty, The Commission is working on a fairer European labour market. A Directive on predictable and transparent working conditions[footnoteRef:5] has been agreed by the co-legislators[footnoteRef:6]. This will help inform workers of their rights and obligations from day one. A political agreement[footnoteRef:7] has also been reached on a Council Recommendation on access to social protection for workers and self-employed[footnoteRef:8]. This will help people in non-standard forms of employment and self-employment be better covered by social protection. [5:  	https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52017PC0797  ]  [6:  	https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CONSIL:ST_8441_2019_INIT&from=EN]  [7:  	http://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-15394-2018-INIT/en/pdf]  [8:  	https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM:2018:0132:FIN ] 

To address gender inequality, the Commission has a proposal for a Directive on work-life balance for parents and carers[footnoteRef:9], which has also been agreed by the co-legislators[footnoteRef:10][footnoteRef:11]. It will help men and women to share the earning and caring burdens in today’s world.  This proposal will make it easier for women participate more fully on the labour market, contributing to the SDG on gender equality and other relevant SDGs.  [9:  	https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52017PC0253 ]  [10:  	https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/policies/work-life-balance/ ]  [11:  	http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2019-0348_EN.html ] 

External dimension (paragraphs 12, 41, 42, 43, 45, 46, 47 and 53)
The Commission notes that in external action, the European Consensus on Development[footnoteRef:12], adopted in 2017, was a clear political commitment to support and implement the Sustainable Development Goals. EU development policy has seen a paradigm shift as a result. The Consensus commits the EU and its Member States to report every four years on how they, acting together, are supporting implementation of the 2030 Agenda in partnership with developing countries.  [12:  	https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=OJ:C:2017:210:FULL&from=EN ] 

Furthermore, the first Joint Synthesis Report will be presented in 2019 at the High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development. It will show how the EU and its Member States are jointly delivering on the 2030 Agenda through development cooperation and supporting partner countries in pursuing the SDGs. 
The Commission agrees that EU development cooperation should leverage other resources, public and private and that the Official Development Assistance continues to play an important role in many countries and the EU is committed to meeting the targets. However, it is necessary to use Official Development Assistance more catalytically to generate additional financing. This approach is reflected in the Commission’s proposal for an external financing instrument for the Neighbourhood, Development and International Cooperation.
Policy Coherence for Development (paragraphs 23, 41-62)
The Commission points out that, as stated in the European Consensus for Development[footnoteRef:13], policy coherence for development (PCD) is part of the broader policy coherence for sustainable development needed to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals.  [13:  	https://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/sites/devco/files/swd_2019_20_pcdreport.pdf ] 

The “2019 EU report on Policy Coherence for Development” was released in January 2019 together with the Reflection Paper “Towards a sustainable Europe by 2030” to demonstrate that Policy Coherence to Development is a key element in the overall EU efforts to implement the 2030 Agenda and the SDGs. The PCD report takes stock of what has been done at EU and at Member States’ level concerning PCD over the period 2015-2018. It focuses on a limited number of topical PCD priority areas along the five “P”s of the 2030 Agenda to reflect the new dynamics of the SDGs and the requirements of the new European Consensus on Development.
Voluntary National Reviews and EU reporting for the UN General Assembly HLPF 2019 (paragraphs 63-69)
The Commission stresses that monitoring the implementation of the 2030 Agenda is key. The Commission supports a robust global monitoring and review process, which will enable to take stock and adjust its approach as needed. The European Union has a key role in the successful implementation of the 2030 Agenda.
The United Nations' High-level Political Forum is the central platform for follow-up and review of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Sustainable Development Goals at the global level. The European Union will provide appropriate reports to the High-Level Political Forum in the light of the debates following publication of the Reflection Paper.
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