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4.
Subject:

Analysis of the outcome of the IGC 2003/2004 and the content of the Constitution.

Political approval of the Constitution by Parliament and request that Member States carry out the necessary ratification procedures.

Request that the institutions and the Member States ensure EU citizens receive sufficient information on the content of the Constitution.

5.
Brief analysis of the text and of Parliament's requests:

The resolution does not seek the adoption of legislative initiatives at EU level. With regard to the institutions, the resolution essentially calls for a greater effort to provide European citizens with clear and objective information on the content of the Constitution.

6.
Reply to these requests and action which the Commission has taken or intends to take:

In 2004 the Commission developed a significant number of communication initiatives on the constitutional process and the Constitution. On this subject, it is worth referring to the information note from Mrs Wallström, SEC (2004) 1580, distributed for the Commission meeting on 9 December 2004.

This work will be continued in 2005. The relevant budget heading (PRINCE – Future of the Union), which has been allocated EUR 9 million, will be devoted to various communication initiatives relating to the Constitution with a view to supporting communication programmes developed by the Member States’ governments in cooperation with the Commission and Parliament.

In addition to this particular budget heading, the Commission will draft its communication on the Constitution via a series of specific measures to encourage debate in the Member States, as presented in an information note from Mrs Wallström to the Interinstitutional Group on Information on 8 March 2005.
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