European Parliament Resolution on Security Research – The Next Steps

1.
Raporteur: Bogdan Adam Klich (PPE-DE/PL)

2.
EP reference number: A6-0103/2005 / P6-TA-PROV(2005)0259

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 23 June 2005

4.
Subject: Security Research

5.
Brief analysis/assessment of resolution and requests made in it:

The report on “Security – The Next Steps” subscribes the content of the Group of Personalities report and the Commission Communication “Security Research – The Next Steps” (COM(2004)590). The development of a European Security Research Programme constitutes a major priority to cope with key challenges: international terrorism, proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, regional instability and organised crime.  It should contribute to reduce the current spending fragmentation. It will contribute to increase the Union’s industrial competitiveness and provide for an efficient political and institutional framework.

Main issues and requests underlined in the resolution:

a.
An adequate representation and involvement of the European Parliament (5MEPs) in the European Security Advisory Board (ESRAB) set up by the Commission.

b.
The resolution advocates a funding of 1 billion EUR yearly for security research, making use of funding from the Framework Research Programme as well as from alternative sources.  The report however does not specify which these alternative sources could be.

c.
European security research should focus on civil security research (and not defence research).

d.
When carrying out European Security Research, “public interest” (privacy protection, human rights, civil liberties) should be respected.

e.
Future European Security Research within the 7th Framework Programme should include priorities such as: the fight against terrorism, territorial monitoring, civil defence, control of the Union’s external frontiers, protection of critical infrastructure, research into public acceptance of security research and to handling of classified data, bioterrorism, cybercrime and any other form of modern organised crime.
6.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

a.
The EP has been invited to nominate MEPs as observer to the ESRAB.  In the opening session, two MEPs were present: MEP Von Wogau (EPP-ED/DE – Foreign Affairs Committee) and MEP Alexander Lambsdorff (ALDE/DE – Internal Market Committee).

b.
The Commission has proposed a considerable budget (500 million EUR yearly for Security and Space) in its 7th Framework Programme proposal.

c.
European security research covered by Preparatory Actions for Security Research (PASR) and by the proposed 7th Framework Programme does cover only civil security research and not defence research.  Defence research is in the realm of the European Defence Agency. Efficient liaison is to be maintained with the Agency (Commissioner Verheugen being member of the Steering Board) to ensure that dual use aspects of research are accounted for.

d.
In order to prepare for the future European Security Research under the 7th Framework Programme, the second call of the PASR this year specifically called for proposals in the area of public acceptance of security measures. The societal aspects are also part of the 7th Framework proposal (cultural and socio economic analyses of terrorism, comprehensive analyses of security related needs, research on the attitude of citizens in crisis situations, acceptance of security technologies/controls).

e.
Main security themes included in the Commission proposal for the 7th Framework Programme cover the suggested areas of the resolution:

· Protection against terrorism and crime; Security of infrastructures and utilities ;

· Border security ;

· Restoring security in case of crisis;

· Security Systems Integration and interoperability ;

· Security and society ;

· Security Research Co-ordination and structuring.
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