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4.
Background:

The urban dimension in structural funds is set to become a mainstream priority for the next programming period.

The proposal for a Council Regulation laying down general provisions on the European Regional Development Fund, the European Social Fund and Cohesion Fund
 acknowledges the importance of the urban dimension and the contribution of towns and cities, particularly medium-sized ones, to regional development (Recital 13 and Article 3(3)).

· For the first time, provision has been made (in Recital 41 and Article 36(5)) for sub-delegating to urban authorities’ responsibility for assistance from the Funds for urban regeneration priorities.

· Article 25(1) of the General Regulation requires the Member States to present a national strategic reference framework identifying the link between Community priorities and national and regional priorities, in which they will present the measures intended to promote sustainable urban development.

· Moreover, Article 8 of the proposal for a Regulation on the European Regional Development Fund
 takes into consideration the particular territorial features of the urban dimension when tackling the high concentration of economic, environmental and social problems in urban agglomerations.

5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the text and the requests in it:

The Resolution:

· defends the idea of Structural Funds and the Cohesion Fund participating in sustainable urban development and welcomes the integration of the urban dimension into Structural Funds and the Cohesion Fund;

· is convinced that towns and cities, particularly small and medium-sized ones, have a central role to play in achieving the Lisbon and Göteborg objectives;

· stresses the importance of developing an integrated spatial and thematic urban policy on a human scale;

· calls for recognition of urban policy in general;

· calls on the Conference of Presidents of the European Parliament to propose an amendment to Annex VI to the Rules of Procedure on the subject of the areas of competence of the Committee on Regional Development with a view to integrating the urban dimension specifically, in addition to “regional and cohesion policy”, in its objectives and competencies;
· invites the Council to hold an annual meeting of ministers of the Member States with responsibility for urban policy;

· calls for support for existing networks established by towns and cities, such as the European Urban Knowledge Network and Eurocities, as well as for the continuation of those networks initiated by the Community, such as URBACT.
The Resolution calls on the Commission:

1) to move towards a horizontal application of the urban dimension and towards coordination between the departments of the Commission which are directly or indirectly concerned with urban issues, by setting up an inter-departmental task force;

2) to set up, in parallel with social dialogue and civil dialogue, a "spatial dialogue"; Parliament calls for a high-level meeting to be held before each Spring Summit, which would involve not only the participants in the spatial dialogue, but also senior political representatives of the Council Presidency, the Commission, Parliament and the Committee of the Regions;

3) to develop and propose tools for sustainable urban development accessible to all towns and cities;

4) to ensure that assistance for towns and cities is at least equal to that provided under the current rules by clearly identifying the urban dimension in the framework of the strategic follow-up report (Articles 27 and 28 of the proposal for a Council Regulation on the European Regional Development Fund, the European Social Fund and the Cohesion Fund (COM(2004) 0492) and the establishment of monitoring.

6.
Reply to these requests and outlook for the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

The Commission intends to make the reinforcement of the urban dimension a key element of cohesion policy. It can therefore endorse the recommendation for improved internal coordination in this area.
1) The Commission can accede to Parliament's request for a strengthening of the urban dimension in the Community Strategic Guidelines on cohesion policy. The Commission has drawn up a working paper on the contribution of towns and cities to cohesion policy. The conclusions of this working paper will be incorporated into the Community Strategic Guidelines on cohesion policy.

2) The Commission supports Parliament's idea for greater coordination between departments working on urban issues. The Commission will examine the possibility of creating an inter-departmental group for the urban dimension.

3) The Commission considers that it is responsible for ensuring that it meets regularly with regional authorities in order to achieve a “spatial dialogue”.

4) The Commission is in favour of according greater importance to the urban dimension in the Structural Funds Regulations.
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