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(EU/USA Agreement on the allocation of a share in the tariff rate quota for imports of high-quality beef)
1. Rapporteur: Bernd LANGE (S&D/ DE)
2. Reference numbers: 2019/0142M (NLE) / A9-0037/2019 / P9_TA-PROV(2019)0076
3. Date of adoption of the resolution: 28 November 2019
4. Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on International Trade (INTA)
5. Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
With this resolution, the European Parliament welcomes the Agreement and supports the Commission’s efforts to de-escalate trade tensions between the EU and the US. The Parliament endorses the view that the Agreement sets a positive example of a negotiated solution between the EU and the US. The Parliament also acknowledges that the Agreement comes at no cost for the EU as it does not affect the current level of market access for beef nor the technical characteristics of the quota, the EU high food safety standards are not at stake – as quality, traceability and the EU ban on hormone-treated beef stays in place - and no compensations are granted to the other main suppliers. However, the Parliament expresses concerns on the lack of willingness from the US side to reach fair and balanced solutions while the EU is delivering on the letter and spirit of the Joint US-EU Statement of 25 July 2018. The Parliament calls on the US to revoke its unilateral additional tariffs on steel and aluminium, to withdraw its threat to impose additional tariffs on cars and car parts, to negotiate to resolve the Airbus/ Boeing dispute. In that context, the Parliament calls on the Commission to put in place support measures for European producers.
6. Response to the requests and overview of the action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
Regarding paragraph 4, the Commission endorses the Parliament’s view that the EU commercial policy must facilitate engaging with our trading partners on climate and environment action. As an example, the recent EU-Mercosur Agreement includes a chapter on Trade and Sustainable Development and explicitly commits the parties to effectively implement the Paris Agreement. Under the European Green Deal, the Commission will propose to make the respect of the Paris Agreement an essential element for all future comprehensive trade agreements.
Regarding paragraphs 6, 7 and 8, the Commission deplores that the US took the decision to impose additional tariffs on EU exports. This is a move that is first and foremost hitting US consumers and companies and making efforts towards a negotiated settlement more complicated. The Commission has consistently communicated to the US that the European Union is ready to work on fair and balanced solutions. The EU has shared concrete proposals with the US for a new regime on aircraft subsidies, and a way forward on existing compliance obligations on both sides. By imposing countermeasures, the US is pushing the EU to do the same. The Commission is closely monitoring the evolution of agri-food markets, assessing the impact of tariffs imposed by the US and stands ready to support affected sectors, in case additional US tariffs lead to a destabilisation of the EU market.
