
CONSULTATION PROCEDURE REQUIRING A SINGLE READING
Proposal for a Council Decision on the conclusion of a Protocol to the Agreement between the European Community, the Republic of Iceland and the Kingdom of Norway concerning the criteria and mechanisms for establishing the State responsible for examining a request for asylum lodged in a Member State or in Iceland or Norway
1.
Rapporteur: Martine Roure
2.
EP No: A6-0380/2005

3.
Date of adoption of the report: 13 December 2005

4.
Subject: Proposal for a Council Decision on the conclusion of a Protocol to the Agreement between the European Community, the Republic of Iceland and the Kingdom of Norway concerning the criteria and mechanisms for establishing the State responsible for examining a request for asylum lodged in a Member State or in Iceland or Norway
5.
Inter-institutional reference: 2005/0031(CNS)

6.
Legal basis: Article 63(1) and Article 300(2), first subparagraph, of the EC Treaty

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs (LIBE)

8.
The Commission’s position: The Commission cannot accept the amendments (nos 1 and 2). In the opinion of the Committee on Legal Affairs, the proposal for a Council Decision on conclusion of the Protocol should have referred to Article 300(3), second subparagraph, because the Joint Committee established by the Agreement between the EC, Iceland and Norway has particular powers under the Protocol and may therefore be deemed a “specific institutional framework” within the meaning of that Article.

The Commission holds that the Protocol does not create a “specific institutional framework” within the meaning of the second subparagraph of Article 300(3) of the Treaty. It merely refers to the existing Joint Committee established by the Agreement between the European Community, Iceland and Norway. The Council Decision on conclusion of the Agreement with Norway and Iceland was taken on 15/3/2000 after the European Parliament had given its opinion.
9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: N/A

10.
Outlook for adoption of the proposal : Should be adopted during the Austrian Presidency (probably mid-February).
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