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Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing accompanying measures for Sugar Protocol countries affected by the reform of the EU sugar regime
1.
Rapporteur: Bernard Lehideux

2.
EP No: A6-0281/2005

3.
Date of adoption: 15 December 2005
4.
Subject: Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing accompanying measures for Sugar Protocol countries affected by the reform of the EU sugar regime.
5.
Inter-institutional reference: 2005/0117(COD)
6.
Legal basis: Articles 179 and 251 of the Treaty establishing the European Community.

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Development (DEV)
8.
The Commission's position: As indicated during the debate on this proposal, held in EP plenary session on 13 December, the Commission can accept all amendments put to the vote of the EP plenary on 15 December (NB: amendment 9 of the DEVE report, regarding the budget for these measures, had been withdrawn).
9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: The Commission had orally indicated to the ACP Council Group that it could agree on the amendments proposed in the Lehideux report (except above-mentioned amendment 9). The Council Group, and thereafter Coreper II on 8 December 2005, signalled to EP its agreement on the proposed amendments, with the exception of amendment 9. Following the vote in EP plenary, the Council is now working on adapting the proposal for a Regulation, taking into account amendments voted in EP, on which the Commission had already signalled its agreement. In that context, it does not seem necessary for the Commission to formally present a revised proposal. The timetable in Council is now planned as follows: 11 January 2006 – final version in Coreper; 23 January 2006 – adoption in Council (Agriculture); 15 February 2006 – joint EP–Council signature; publication in Official Journal and entry into force of the Regulation seven days after publication. Adoption of the Regulation in Council as soon as possible is essential in order to allow the Commission to swiftly implement the accompanying measures to the benefit of the Sugar Protocol countries.

10.
Outlook for the adoption of a common position: Considering the consensus between the three institutions, the Council is preparing the adoption of the Regulation as amended by the EP. Hence there will be no common position.
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