European Parliament Resolution on the state of preparedness for EU membership of Bulgaria
1.
Rapporteur: Geoffrey van Orden (PPE-DE/UK)
2.
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3.
Date of adoption of the Resolution: 15 December 2005

4.
Subject: Resolution on the state of preparedness for EU membership of Bulgaria.
5.
Background of the Resolution: Commission general progress report of 25 October 2005 on Bulgaria’s readiness for accession to the European Union (COM(2005)0534)

6.
Analysis of the text and of Parliament’s request:

The Resolution is broadly in line with the assessment made by the Commission and supports the Commission’s decision to pursue its intensive monitoring of the respect by Bulgaria of its accession commitments and requirements in view of its next progress report in spring 2006. The Resolution confirmed the Parliament’s wish to welcome Bulgaria in the EU on 1st January 2007 as a shared objective.  The Commission is requested to regularly inform the EP on the progress made by Bulgaria in fulfilling its accession requirements and to fully associate the EP on its (possible) decision to recommend postponement of accession.

The Resolution follows the same structure as the comprehensive monitoring report:

· Political criteria: calls for more efforts in the fight against corruption and organised crime as well as in the reform of the judiciary; calls for more resources in favour of children and disabled persons; calls for better integration of minorities;

· Economic criteria: commends Bulgaria’s economic performance and encourages efforts to reduce account deficit;

· Acquis: Welcomes progress made and calls for attention as regards notably the agricultural sector, animal welfare, protection of industrial and intellectual property rights.

7.
Commission’s position:

The Commission welcomes the positive and balanced approach followed in the Resolution and shares most of the points made in it. The Commission has continued to carry out its monitoring exercise, showing that Bulgaria is generally on track in meeting its commitments and requirements arising from the accession negotiations in most areas but it does not share the Parliament’s statement in point 4 that Bulgaria is in many cases closer to fulfilling accession criteria fourteen months before accession than any of the new Member States were at the same stage in the accession process. Bulgaria still needs to continue its efforts in preparing for accession and to speed up the pace of reform in particular in the fields of company law, competition, agriculture, environment and justice and home affairs. The reform of the judiciary system is of paramount importance.

Concerning political criteria, the Commission does not share the Parliament’s view that progress has been made in combating serious crime. In particular, organised crime is increasingly considered as problematic.  In point 18, the emphasis should rather be placed on the living conditions in orphanages and on the de-institutionalisation.

As regards Kozloduy (point 29), the Commission expects that Bulgaria complies with the agreement recorded in the Accession Treaty.
The Commission will continue to closely monitor the progress made in Bulgaria both in the field of legislation and that of administrative capacity.

The Commission will maintain its enhanced dialogue and its financial assistance to the Bulgarian authorities in the fight against corruption, including at borders, and in setting up effective structures to prosecute organised crime. The Commission will remain vigilant with regard to any instance of discrimination. The situation of vulnerable groups will continue to be closely monitored, including the situation of Roma and witness protection in the area of trafficking of people.

Assistance will continue to be provided to support the decommissioning efforts and consequential measures following the final closure of Units 1-4 of the Kozloduy nuclear power plant within the framework agreed during the accession negotiations.

The Commission remains fully committed to assist Bulgaria to find a positive solution to the issue of the Bulgarian nurses in Libya.
The Commission will continue to inform the EP regularly on Bulgaria’s state of preparations for accession. As confirmed by President Barroso to President Borrell in his letter of 7 April 2005, the Commission will seriously consider the EP’s views before issuing any recommendation on a possible use of the postponement clause. Commissioner Rehn will inform the EP of the state of Bulgaria’s preparations for accession during the meetings of its Committee on Foreign Affairs.
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