European Parliament Resolution on the extent of Romania’s readiness for accession to the European Union
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4.
Subject: Resolution on the extent of Romania’s readiness for accession to the European Union
5.
Background of the Resolution: Commission general progress report of 25 October 2005 on the extent of readiness of the Republic of Bulgaria and Romania for accession to the European Union (COM(2005)0534).

6.
Analysis of the text and of Parliament’s requests:

The Resolution is broadly in line with the assessment made by the Commission and supports the Commission’s decision to pursue its intensive monitoring of the respect by Romania of its accession commitments and requirements in view of its next progress report in Spring 2006. The Resolution confirms the Parliament’s wish to welcome Romania in the EU on 1 January 2007 as a shared objective. The Commission is requested to regularly inform the EP on the progress made by Romania in its fulfilling its accession requirements and to fully associate the EP on its decision to recommend postponement of accession.

The Resolution congratulates Romania with the progress made in the areas of reform of the justice, media freedom, minority issues, child protection and restoration of property as well as in the field of competition policy.

The Resolution also urges Romania to complete the reforms of the judicial system and public administration, to fight against organised crime and favour the integration of the Roma and Hungarian minorities into Romanian society. It also urges Romania to focus its efforts on the fight against corruption at all levels, the sound management of EU funds as well as the overall and continuous strengthening of its administrative capacities.

7.
Commission’s position:

The Commission supports the Moscovici report which is quite balanced and reflects the main findings of the Comprehensive Monitoring Report.

Considering the request of the European Parliament to be fully associated to the possible decision to postpone accession of Romania and Bulgaria, the Commission will continue to keep Parliament informed of the progress made by these countries in meeting their accession requirements. The Commission attaches great importance to its regular dialogue with the EP. Should the EP express its view on the possible use of the postponement clause, the Commission would, in accordance with the letter sent by President Barroso to President Borrell on 7 April 2005 seriously consider these views before issuing any recommendation in this regard.

The Commission has some reservation as regards paragraph 18 on floods and the re-allocation of pre-accession funds to the regions severely hit by the floods and would have preferred a  reformulation in light of the following information: Phare, and also the other two pre-accession funds ISPA & SAPARD, accompanied by the Solidarity Fund have urgently discussed with the Romanian authorities proposals that would make up to 400 million Euro available to Romania following the disastrous floods during 2005. This pre-accession funding is particularly aimed at rebuilding flood-damaged roads, bridges and schools, all of which are part of the infrastructure that Romania will need to develop as an EU member State. But it has to be said that the flow of actual cash to Romania from these EC funds is still being held up by a lack of coherence and also continuing inaccuracies in the documents received from Bucharest.

On paragraph 19, the Commission would like to point out that it is not aware of new construction activities on the Bystroe branch.
As regards child protection, both rapporteur Moscovici and the Commission welcome the progress made by Romania. With regard to paragraph 23, the Commission agrees that responses should be given without delay. The Commission supports the full implementation of the new legislation which entered into force on 1 January 2005. There are no "special cases" foreseen by law. The new legislation limits inter-country adoptions to the natural grandparents of a child only if there is no national solution. As regards paragraph 27 and the principle of subsidiary and self governance for the Hungarian minority, the Commission would like to recall that, while it attaches great importance to the development of minority rights in Romania, the concept of regional authority does not exist in the Romanian legislation and that the decision to grant autonomy to any minority falls under the competence of the Romanian authorities.
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