
CONSULTATION PROCEDURE REQUIRING A SINGLE READING

Proposal for a Council Regulation on the conclusion of the Protocol setting out, for the period from 18 January 2005 to 17 January 2011, the fishing opportunities and the financial contribution provided for by the Agreement between the European Economic Community and the Republic of Seychelles on fishing off Seychelles

1.
Rapporteur: Philippe Morillon
2.
EP No: A6-0385/2005

3.
Date of adoption: 13 December 2005

4.
Subject: Fisheries agreement between the EC and the Republic of Seychelles.

5.
Inter-institutional reference: 2005/0173(CNS)

6.
Legal basis: Article 37, Article 300(2) and 300(3), first subparagraph, of the EC Treaty

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Fisheries Committee (PECH)

8.
The Commission’s position: The Commission cannot accept any of the amendments.

Amendment 1 – Rejected. The Commission shares the concern of the EP and informed the Seychelles authorities of this delay at an early stage. The Seychelles authorities have shown great understanding and have accepted to receive the payment of the financial compensation for the first year of the Agreement at a later date.
Amendment 2 - Rejected. As stated in Article 7 of the Protocol, it is up to the coastal state, in agreement with the Community, to decide on the way the financial contribution will be used in support of its fisheries policy. It is therefore the responsibility of the Seychelles authorities to identify the main priorities of their fisheries policy to be implemented with the assistance of the Fisheries Agreement.

Amendments 3 and 5 – Rejected. The Commission shares the concern to keep the EP informed on the various aspects of the implementation of the Protocol. However, the Commission already complies with the transmission of such information in line with the current inter-institutional arrangements.

Amendment 4 – Rejected. Recalling the basic Community provisions concerning the mandate of the Commission to negotiate on behalf of the Community, the Council has recently authorised the Commission to negotiate fisheries arrangements between the Community and the Seychelles. Against this background, the periodic renewal does not require a new mandate each time.
Amendment 6 - Rejected. The new Protocol does not contain any targeted measures, but a support to the Seychelles fisheries sector (Article 7 of the Protocol - promoting responsible fishing and sustainable fisheries in Seychelles waters). The Commission fully shares the concern to keep the EP informed on the various aspects of the implementation of the Protocol. However, the Commission already complies with the transmission of such information in line with the current inter-institutional arrangements.

9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: The Commission will not amend its proposal.
10.
Outlook for adoption of the proposal: The proposal is foreseen to be on the agenda of COREPER on 18 January 2006 and to be adopted by the Council on 23 January 2006.
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