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5.
Summary analysis of the text and of Parliament requests:

In their declaration of 18 June 2005, the Heads of State or Government invited the European institutions to contribute to a period of reflexion. The resolution of 19 January 2006 is in response to this invitation.
Parliament is in favour of achieving a constitutional settlement without delay and confirms its commitment to the Constitution despite the difficulties of ratifying it. Parliament recognises that there are a number of options available to the Union and that it is important not to prejudge the results of the period of reflexion, conclusions on which should be reached at the latest by the end of 2007. However, it would prefer the text of the Treaty to be ratified as it stands and the Constitution to enter into force in 2009.

Parliament is opposed to the establishment of restricted groups of certain Member States (hard cores) and to selective implementation of certain provisions of the Constitution. It strongly opposes any further enlargement on the basis of the Treaty of Nice.

In order to stimulate the debate on the future of Europe, Parliament proposes inviting the national parliaments to contribute to a series of parliamentary forums to which the EU institutions will be asked to contribute. It is planned to hold the first forum in the spring so that detailed recommendations can be made to the June 2006 European Council about what steps the Union should take in order to find a way out of the crisis. Parliament also calls on Member States to organise, with the assistance of the Commission, a large number of debates and citizens’ forums on the future of Europe.

Lastly, Parliament takes note of Plan D and calls on the Commission to present its communications strategy and demonstrate its political commitment to finding a way out of the constitutional difficulties.

6.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission 
has taken or intends to take:
The Commission intends to stimulate the national debates on the future of Europe by proposing a common approach and a series of specific initiatives enabling it to contribute to the debate as an institution. This is the objective of Plan D. The Commission is therefore prepared to grant the Member States assistance in organising and funding events aimed at encouraging the national debates. The budget authority will earmark a budget of €7.6 million (including a reserve budget of €1 million) for this purpose. 
The Commission intends to play an active role in this dialogue. In addition to carrying out activities itself that will stimulate the debate, it would like to contribute to the parliamentary forums proposed by the European Parliament.

The Commission will present a summary report on the national debates to the Austrian Presidency in preparation for the European Council in June 2006. It will also draw up a roadmap for the debate and for Community action. However, the best way of convincing Europeans of the added value of the European project is to deliver the policies that people need. Before relaunching the constitutional process, the Commission is therefore determined to achieve concrete results in the areas about which European citizens have voiced their concerns.
On 1 February 2006 the Commission presented a White Paper on a European Communication Policy [COM(2006) 35 final]. This White Paper proposes guidelines as to the best way of closing the gap between the European Union and its citizens and invites all the players concerned (Community institutions and bodies, Member States, regional and local authorities, political parties, civil society) to contribute their ideas.

The Commission has identified five areas for consultation and future action: defining common principles, empowering citizens, working with the media and new technologies, understanding European public opinion and developing a partnership approach. At the end of the consultation period, which will last for six months, the Commission will take stock of the contributions received and draw conclusions with a view to proposing action plans in these five areas.

