
CONSULTATION PROCEDURE REQUIRING A SINGLE READING
Proposal for a Council regulation imposing certain specific restrictive measures against certain persons suspected of involvement in the assassination of former Lebanese Prime Minister Rafiq Hariri

1.
Rapporteur: Jean-Marie Cavada

2.
EP No: A6-0003/2006

3.
Date of adoption of the report: 18 January 2006

4.
Subject: Proposal for a Council regulation imposing certain specific restrictive measures against certain persons suspected of involvement in the assassination of former Lebanese Prime Minister Rafiq Hariri

5.
Interinstitutional reference: 2005/0234(CNS)
6.
Legal basis: ECT Articles 60, 301, 308

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs (LIBE)

8.
The Commission’s position:
The Commission rejects all Parliament’s amendments:
Amendment 1: Not accepted

While the Commission welcomes the recognition of the importance of the Guidelines concerning the Implementation and Evaluation of Restrictive Measures (Sanctions) in the Framework of the CFSP, it would not be appropriate to add an explicit reference to what is a living document and intended as guidance for the EU Institutions, to a legally binding Regulation directly applicable to all those subject to it.  Nor would it be appropriate to introduce language which could be read as subordinating the relevant UN Security Council Resolution to the Guidelines.

Amendment 2: Not accepted

The Commission considers that the reformulated provision would have exactly the same practical and legal effect as the text proposed in the draft regulation submitted to the EP.

Amendment 3: Not accepted
The Commission does not believe that it would be appropriate to introduce a provision for the prior consultation (or information) of Parliament on the list of persons or entities, given that the list is adopted by the UN Security Council Sanctions Committee and the Commission has no discretion in this matter but must adopt in full the list decided by the UN.  Any consultation procedure would introduce delays which could adversely affect the effectiveness of the measures (by allowing capital flight) – which is why the Guidelines provide that the Commission should aim to adopt amendments within three working days of the UN’s decision.

Amendment 4: Not accepted

The Commission refers to its comments to Amendment 2.

9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: Given that the Commission rejects all the amendments, it will not amend its current proposal.

10.
Outlook for adoption of the proposal: Council is expected to adopt the Regulation during February 2006.
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