
CODECISION PROCEDURE – first reading

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council laying down rules on local border traffic at the external land borders of the Member States and amending the Schengen Convention and the Common Consular Instructions

1) Rapporteur : Mihael Brejc 

2) EP No : A6-0406/2005

3) Date of adoption of the report : 14 February 2006

4) Subject : establishing Community rules on “local border traffic” (i.e., facilitating transfrontier movements at the external land borders of Member States for bona fide border residents), to be complied with by Member States when concluding agreements with neighbouring third countries

5) Inter-institutional references : 2005/0006(COD)

6) Legal basis : Article 62(2)(a) and 62(2)(b)(ii) and (iv)*
7) Competent parliamentary committee : Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs Committee (LIBE)
8) Commission’s position :  all amendments can be accepted (the amendments voted by the European Parliament as a package reflect the compromise reached between the three institutions following informal trilateral negotiations).   

9) Outlook for amendment of the proposal : given the tight Council timetable, the Commission will express its position in respect of European Parliament amendments orally before the Council.  

10) Outlook for the adoption of the proposal : Council is likely to accept all the European Parliament amendments (a political compromise between the three institutions has already been reached in December 2005). Formal vote from Council is expected at the JHA Council on 27/28 April 2006.

* EP amendments imply a deletion of the second legal basis (i.e., 62(2)(b)(ii) and (iv)).
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