European Parliament Resolution on the share of renewable energies in the EU and proposals for concrete action

1.
Rapporteur: Mechtild ROTHE (PSE/DE)

2.
EP No.: A6-0020/2006 / P6_TA-PROV(2006)0058

3.
Date of adoption of the Resolution: 14 February 2006
4.
Subject: Recommendations to the Commission on heating and cooling from renewable sources of energy

5.
Background of the Resolution:

On 29 September the European Parliament adopted a Resolution on the share of renewable energy in the EU and proposals for concrete action based on the Report of Mr TURMES (Verts/ALE/LU) (P6_TA-PROV(2005)0365). This Report was considering that the Commission should present a proposal for a directive on heating and cooling in a format similar to that of the Commission proposal for the Biofuels Directive (2003/30/EC).

6.
Reply to the requests and overview of the actions taken by the Commission or outlook of those actions which the Commission intends to take:

The Commission welcomes the own-initiative report from Ms Rothe which will contribute to bringing the appropriate initiatives forward; this text backs the Commission strategy for the promotion of renewable energy use in the EU. Indeed, heating and cooling is a major market for low-temperature renewable energies.

The Commission has adopted at the end November 2005 the Biomass Action Plan that is addressing part of the problem. In this action plan the Commission stated that “The Commission will work towards this legislation [on heating and cooling from REN] in 2006. It needs to take a different approach from earlier directives, because the key problems lie in market confidence and attitudes rather than costs.”
Therefore, as previously announced and as requested by this Report, the Commission will take concrete action to finally promote more vigorously heating and cooling from renewable energy. Obviously the Commission’s right of initiative will need to be respected. Commission services will work hard to table a legislative proposal as quickly as possible, but certainly not by 31 July 2006 as requested by the Resolution. However in this case the Commission will need to take a different approach from earlier directives, because the key problems lie in market confidence and attitudes rather than costs. Elements to be examined will include:

· the need for new specific legislation on renewable energy in heating, based on a critical review of the potential contribution of measures to ensure that fuel suppliers make biomass fuels available; 

· the establishment of efficiency criteria for biomass and the installations in which it is to be used; 

· equipment labelling to enable people to buy clean and efficient devices; 

· the appropriateness of setting targets, particularly with regard to the difficulty to measure progress in such a diffuse area of energy use; 

· voluntary agreements with industry.

Subsidiarity is another key issue. By nature, all of these energies are decentralised and will therefore have to be implemented at local level. 

Beyond a legislative instrument as evoked in the Resolution, it might be interesting to evaluate if sufficient progress could be made through standardisation. The Commission will work to help industry to develop a market for this type of equipment.

The first step towards the adoption of new initiatives to promote heating and cooling from renewable energies is to prepare an impact assessment of this area. On the basis of this, the Commission will take a decision how to take this important subject further.
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