
CONSULTATION PROCEDURE REQUIRING A SINGLE READING

Community strategic guidelines for Rural Development
1) 
Rapporteur : Mairead McGuiness
2) 
EP Nr: A6-0023/06
3) 
Date of adoption : 16 February 2006

4) 
Subjet : Proposal for a Council Decision on Community strategic guidelines for Rural Development (Programming period 2007–2013).
5) 
Inter-institutional reference: 05/129(CNS)

6) 
Legal base: Article 37 of the EC Treaty
7) 
Competent parliamentary committee: Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development (AGRI).
8) 
Commission's position: The Commission can accept certain amendments.
The Commission is open to take into account amendments related to multifunctionality, the illustrative nature of the OECD classification of rural areas as well as the key actions indicated for each guideline, the importance of the agrifood sector, the modernisation and restructuring of farms, more explicit references to quality and young farmers; maintenance of traditional agricultural landscapes particularly in less favoured areas, the reduction of risks of abandonment, desertification and forest fires, the acknowledgement of the contribution of cultural and natural heritage, the importance of community led approaches and the central role of villages. More specifically, after consideration and discussion, the Commission can accept amendments 13, 18, 21, 32, 36, 40, 42, 59 and it can accept in part or in principle amendments 1, 16, 17, 19, 20, 23, 24, 25, 28, 31, 34, 35, 37, 41, 44, 45, 46, 48, 51, 52, 54, 57, 60, 62. 

The remaining 35 amendments cannot be accepted for the following reasons:

-
The first ones are related to the required coherence with the already approved regulation 1698/05 (22, 30,53, 55, 64, 65).

-
The second is related to the introduction of issues which are more adequately addressed in the implementing and transition regulations currently under discussion (5, 56, 58, 63, 67).

-
The third reason is that the amendment is already covered in another part of the proposal more synthetically or more adequately (2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 14, 15, 26, 29, 33, 39, 43, 47, 49, 50, 61, 66).

-
The fourth reason is the lack of legal basis in the EAFRD for accepting the amendment (38, 53).

9) 
Outlook for the amendment of the proposal: The position taken by the Commission in relation to the amendments introduced by the European Parliament is coherent with the modifications introduced during the discussions with the Council, since many of the amendments were complementary and did not require further modification of the text. The Commission will not make further changes to the text agreed with the Council.

10) 
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal:
The Council has considered the amendments of the Parliament in the light of the unanimous general approach on a redrafted proposal agreed on November 22, 2005 and  approved a final text in its meeting of February 20, 2006.
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