
CONSULTATION PROCEDURE REQUIRING A SINGLE READING

Council regulation concerning the conclusion of the Partnership Agreement between the European Community and Solomon Islands on fishing off Solomon Islands 

1.
Rapporteur: Carmen Fraga Estévez
2.
EP No: A6-0018/2006

3.
Date of adoption: 14 February 2006

4.
Subject: Fisheries agreement between the EC and the Solomon Islands

5.
Inter-institutional reference: 2005/0168(CNS)

6.
Legal basis: Article 37, Article 300 (2) and 300 (3) first subparagraph 
of the EC Treaty

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Fisheries Committee (PECH)

8.
Commission’s position: The Commission cannot accept any of the amendments.

Amendments 1, 2 and 4 – Rejected. The Commission shares the concern to keep the EP informed on the various aspects of the implementation of the Protocol. However, the Commission already complies with the transmission of such information in line with the current inter-institutional arrangements.

Amendment 3 – Rejected. Amendment 3 cannot be accepted by the Commission as it contradicts the Community’s basic legal provisions, as also stated in the Legal Advice of the Legal Service of the European Parliament from 10 October 2005 (SJ-0527/05). The Council has authorised the Commission to negotiate bilateral tuna fisheries agreements with ACP States of Central West Pacific in June 2001. Against this background, the periodic renewal does not require a new mandate each time.  There is no need for a new mandate given that the existing mandate covers these negotiations objectives.

Amendment 5 – Rejected. The Commission has established a dialogue with the industry within the framework of a special Group in which the relevant sector of the fishing industry is represented. This group meets on a regular basis and discusses upcoming negotiations and any other technical issues. In addition, all Member States are invited to send their experts in order to accompany the Commission in the negotiations of Fisheries Agreements/Protocols.  

9.
Outlook for the amendments of the proposal:

The Commission will not amend its proposal since it rejects all EP amendments.
10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal:

The proposal was adopted by the Council as an A point on 13 March 2006.
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