
CONSULTATION PROCEDURE REQUIRING A SINGLE READING

European Parliament legislative Resolution on the proposal for a Regulation establishing a Rapid Response and Preparedness Instrument for Major Emergencies
1.
Rapporteur: Dimitrios Papadimoulis

2.
EP No: A6-0027/06

3.
Date of adoption: 14 March 2006

4.
Subject: Rapid Response and Preparedness Instrument for Major Emergencies (COM (2005)113)
5.
Interinstitutional reference: 2005/0052 (CNS)

6.
Legal basis: Article 308 TEC and 203 EURATOM

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI)

8.
Commission’s position: The Commission can accept certain amendments.

A large majority of the amendments are acceptable to the Commission. They refer to including prevention aspects in the scope of the instrument and specific points of interest to the Parliament (references to climate change, disaster risk reduction, isolated and remote regions etc). In many cases the proposed amendments complement and improve the current wording of the proposal.

One of the most important amendments is the inclusion of prevention into the scope of the proposed instrument. The original proposal did not cover actions in this field as within the Commission the work on prevention is divided into specialised sectors such as flood prevention, forest fires prevention etc.

The Commission cannot accept, however, the amendments relating to the following:

· Change of the legal basis – The European Parliament suggests changing the legal basis from Article 308 TEC and 203 Euratom to Article 175 (1) TEC which would allow the introduction of the co-decision procedure. Art. 175 (1) TEC does not allow the Commission to take into account all aspects of civil protection response such as protection of property, cultural heritage etc. Moreover, this legal basis cannot be combined with Art. 203 Euratom (response to nuclear emergencies).
· Introduction of the possibility to finance the civil protection actions outside the EU. The Community Civil Protection Mechanism is competent for civil protection response interventions outside the EU. Nevertheless, the Rapid Response and Preparedness Instrument only covers the financing of intra EU aspects according to the Commission decision to dissociate the financial instruments relating respectively to headings 3 and 4. In this respect, civil protection response actions outside the EU should be financed in the framework of the Stability Instrument provided that an unambiguous wording referring to civil protection operations outside the EU is inserted.

9.
Outlook for the amendment of the proposal:
The Commission intends to take into account and introduce, if possible, the amendments tabled by the European Parliament during the discussion on the proposal in the Council Civil Protection Working Group.

10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal:
The Regulation should be adopted by the Council by the end of 2006 in order to cover the period 2007-2013.
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