European Parliament Resolution on a European Information Society for growth and employment (2005/2050(INI))
1. 
Rapporteur: Reino Paasilinna (PSE/FI)
2. 
EP No: A6-0036/2006 / P6_TA-PROV(2006)0079
3. 
Date of adoption of the Resolution: 14 March 2006
4. Subject: Commission Communication ‘i2010 – A European Information Society for growth and employment’ (COM(2005)0229)
5. 
Brief analysis/assessment of the Resolution and requests made in it:
The Resolution supports the policy priorities of the i2010 strategy:
1) Information Space: Legislation for information society and media services ought to be technologically neutral, support competition, respond to convergence and include the rights of consumers. The Resolution urges support for the creation and the distribution of European content; protection of intellectual property; promotion of security and protection of users against harmful content.
2) Innovation and investment in ICT research: The Parliament insists on appropriate financial resources for ICT in FP7 and the CIP and urges Member States and businesses to invest more in ICT.
3) Inclusion, better public services and quality of life: Member States are called on to implement eGovernment initiatives and to invest more in ICT for their public sector services. Finally, the Parliament devotes significant attention to inclusion and to access to media education and skills.
The Commission is specifically asked:
1) Information Space:
· to address obstacles to the development of advanced networks, establish a regulatory framework for the Internet and address concerns of consumers in the review of the eCommunications framework;
· to propose a ‘charter of citizen’s rights for the digital age’;
· to promote creation and distribution of European content;
· to address concentration of media ownership;
· to take specific action against harmful content, to promote ENISA’s role and to draw up a Europe-wide information security strategy.
2) Innovation and investment in ICT research:
· to perform analysis of the EU’s strengths and weaknesses in the ICT sector and an analysis of the effects of ICT on EU growth and employment;
· to promote the networking of all major actors (big business and SMEs, public authorities and research establishments).
3) Inclusion, better public services and quality of life:
· to speed up the eInclusion initiative planned for 2008, which ought to take account of the needs of specific groups, such as the elderly or people with disabilities;
· to create, with Member States, a more coherent strategy for educational standards in ICT;
· to increase the participation of women in ICT-related technical fields, promote initiatives to fight misuse of ICT for trafficking women and children.
6. Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
1) Information Space:
· Regulatory frameworks: The Commission fully shares the commitment to make legislation for information society and media services forward-looking and responsive to convergence. Those are among the principal objectives of the proposal for the modernisation of the TV without Frontiers Directive
 and of the review of the regulatory framework for eCommunications, for which the Commission will make proposals at the end of 2006.

· Consumers’ and citizens’ concerns: are taken on board in our policy initiatives within i2010, such as in the ongoing review of the regulatory framework on electronic communications. The forthcoming annual i2010 Report (planned adoption date 16.5.2006) will highlight a number of issues related to consumer protection. The Commission takes note with interest of the suggestion for a Charter on eRights.
· Content: the 2005 Film Online initiative launched a dialogue between the film industry and services providers. This will be extended to address the development of content online in a Commission Communication to be adopted at the end of 2006. The MEDIA 2007 and the eContentplus Programme have been designed to promote the use of new technologies for creation and distribution of European content. The Commission is also stepping up monitoring activities on media pluralism and will shortly publish a working paper on this issue.
· Security: In 2006, the Commission will propose a “strategy for a Secure Information Society” and a Communication on security issues addressing spam, spyware and malware. It is also stimulating research and development on information and network security and dependability technologies.
2) Innovation and investment in ICT research:
· Economic analysis: This is addressed in the Commission’s benchmarking work and studies as well as in evaluation of existing instruments and impact assessments of new proposals. The forthcoming annual i2010 Report (planned adoption date 16.5.2006) will highlight the major trends since the launch of i2010. The i2010 High Level Group is discussing how to strengthen the economic analysis of the ICT sector and ICT usage, including of employment aspects.
· Innovative partnerships: The Commission actively promotes innovative partnerships between big industry, SMEs, public authorities and academia. This is part of the renewed Lisbon approach and also of i2010, and concrete steps like the establishment of European Technology Platforms in FP7 have already been taken. It is following up the recommendations of the Aho report on innovative lead markets, including the role of pre-commercial public procurement.
3) Inclusion, better public services and quality of life:
· eInclusion: The 2008 eInclusion initiative is the culmination of many lines of action, for example work is in progress in a number of areas such as the follow-up of the Commission’s Communication on eAccessibility and the 2005 Ministerial Declaration on eGovernment. A new communication on ICT for independent living is scheduled for adoption in 2006.
· eLearning: The Commission has launched several initiatives to stimulate the use of multimedia technologies and the Internet to improve the quality of learning (eEurope 2005, eLearning Action plan, IST Programme, eLearning Programme, eContentplus). The Commission has issued a proposal for a Recommendation of the European Parliament and the Council on key competences for lifelong learning in November 2005 and has set up a high level group on media literacy.
· Gender: In 2007 a European Guide of Best Practices on ICT Gender Issues will be developed to address the significant imbalances in the participation of women in scientific and technical research, and in the ICT business sector. The Commission has also been actively addressing the problem of trafficking in human beings and presented an integrated approach and proposals for an action plan
 which underlined the importance of the gender perspective in prevention strategies.
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