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5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the Resolution and of requests made in it:
The Resolution welcomes the 2005 Joint Report on social protection and social inclusion. It notes the analysis and shares the policy conclusions in the Joint Report. It also supports the streamlining of the Open Method of Coordination. The Resolution also calls on the Commission to step up efforts in the fight against child poverty, notably by putting forward a Green Paper and introducing a "Children's Charter". It also asks the Commission to broaden the scope of existing legislation on anti-discrimination in the case of people with disabilities and of discrimination on the basis of age. It awaits the Commission document on minimum income as a potentially useful contribution. Finally, the Resolution calls on the Council and the Commission to open negotiations with the Parliament on an inter-institutional agreement setting out the rules for applying the Open Method of Coordination with the unrestricted and equal participation of the Parliament.
6.
Response to the requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:
Following the March 2006 European Council, new objectives and working methods have been set up for the Open Method of Coordination. The Commission confirms its intention to address child poverty within the framework of the Open Method of Coordination. A public consultation on the active inclusion of people furthest from the labour market (including through minimum income schemes) was launched in February 2006. Feasibility studies have been launched concerning the possibility of aligning legislation on anti-discrimination on the basis of gender, religion, disability and sexual orientation with that on race. Unrestricted and equal participation of the EP in the Open Method of Coordination is not possible under the existing legal provisions. Discussions on the EP's involvement within a revised legal framework have been put substantially on hold together with the draft Constitutional Treaty which would have allowed the EP an expanded role in that sense.
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