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1.
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2.
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3.
Date of adoption of the Resolution: 16 March 2006
4.
Subject: Commission’s 2005 enlargement strategy paper
5.
Background of the Resolution:
Commission’s 2005 enlargement strategy paper (COM(2005)0561), Commission’s Proposal for a Council decision on the Principles, Priorities and Conditions contained in the Accession Partnership with Croatia (COM(2005)0556), Commission’s Proposal for a Council decision on the Principles, Priorities and Conditions contained in the Accession Partnership with Turkey (COM(2005)0559), Commission’s opinion on the application from the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia for membership of the European Union (COM(2005)0562) and its related proposal for a Council decision on the Principles, Priorities and Conditions contained in the European Partnership with the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (COM(2005)0557, Feasibility Study on the preparedness of Bosnia and Herzegovina to negotiate a Stabilisation and Association Agreement with the European Union (COM(2003)692final)COM(2005)0529, Commission progress reports on Albania (SEC(2005)1421), Kosovo (SEC(2005)1423), Bosnia and Herzegovina (SEC(2005)1422), Serbia and Montenegro (SEC(2005)1428), Turkey (SEC(2005)1426) and Croatia (SEC(2005)1424).
6.
Analysis of the text and of Parliament’s requests:
The Resolution is broadly in line with the assessment made by the Commission and with the Commission’s views.
The Resolution
· “welcomes the vision in the Commission’s strategy paper of an "outward looking Union which continues to present itself as a reliable partner for its neighbouring countries, committed to promoting stable democracies and prosperous economies";
· "approves and supports the emphasis placed by the Commission on fair and rigorous conditionality”, under which negotiations will proceed;”
· "notes with satisfaction that the incentive offered by the EU enlargement strategy has undeniably contributed to the commencement of reforms in Turkey, Croatia and all the Western Balkan countries”.
Parliament welcomes the Commission’s strategy paper on enlargement and emphasises the conditionality for accession.
The adopted Resolution
· calls on the Member States and the Commission to work in close cooperation in drawing up a communication strategy on enlargement;
· includes the request of a study on the absorption capacity of the European Union, to be drafted by the Commission by the end of 2006;
· calls on the Commission and the Council, should the European perspective require a broader spectrum of operational possibilities, to submit, for all European countries currently without a membership perspective, proposals for a close multilateral relationship with the EU; underlining that it is up to all countries with membership perspective to join this multilateral framework as an intermediate step towards full membership;
· considers that regional development and investment programmes, joint education and employment initiatives, common transport and tourism projects should result in the establishment of joint mechanisms, such as a Western Balkan Customs Union, well before all the countries concerned join the EU;
· notes that the Pre-Accession Road Map for the Western Balkans needs both a detailed, concrete, policy-driven, and incentive-based approach, tailored to the countries concerned, which share weak central-state institutions;
· calls on the Commission to include job creation as one of its priorities in its overall policy concerning the Western Balkan region;
· urges the European Union and the Commission to play a leading role, in close cooperation with the United Nations and all members of the Contact Group, in the negotiations on the future status of Kosovo.
7. 
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:
The Commission largely shares the content of the Resolution. It intends to continue to work for improving communication on enlargement complementing Member States’ efforts and in close cooperation with them. It has regularly examined the absorption capacity and intends to address this concept as part of its enlargement package to be presented in November 2006. Also as part of this package, the Commission will re-examine any possible improvement to the pre-accession strategy for the Western Balkans. On one specific point mentioned in the Resolution, a Western Balkans Customs Union, the Commission rather intends to help in establishing a regional Free Trade Area as outlined in its January Communication. The Commission is fully involved and committed in negotiations on the future status of Kosovo.
The Commission considers consolidation, conditionality and communication to be key elements for further enlargement.
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