
CONSULTATION PROCEDURE REQUIRING A SINGLE READING

European Parliament legislative Resolution on the proposal for a Council Regulation on agricultural products and foodstuffs as traditional specialities guaranteed
1.
Rapporteur:  Friedrich-Wilhelm Graefe zu Baringdorf

2.
EP No: A6-0033/06

3.
Date of adoption: 16 March 2006

4.
Subject: Agricultural products and foodstuffs as traditional specialities guaranteed (COM (2005) 694)
5.
Interinstitutional reference:  2005/0270 (CNS)

6.
Legal basis: Article 37 of the EC Treaty
7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee for Agriculture and Rural Development (AGRI)

8.
Commission’s position: The Commission can accept certain amendments ‘in principle’.

Accept in principle:

Amendment 7 – The Commission agrees to propose some more flexibility to Member States.

Amendment 10 – Publication of registrations on the Internet will continue: The Official Journal is available on the Internet.
Amendment 13 – The Commission is ready to accept a longer period before accreditation becomes obligatory.

Amendment 16 – The Commission considers that a Management Committee procedure for registration of individual cases would be in line with the indicative criteria laid down by the Comitology Decision, but given time constraints, Commission accepts to maintain the current comitology rules.

Reject:

Amendment 1 – The Community symbol for TSG is already specific – no use to write this in the Council Regulation.
Amendment 2 – This is a policy change for future reflection. However, the specific characteristics of a TSG cannot be linked to a geographical area.
Amendment 3 – Specificity is already defined in the Regulation. Time limit proposed for “traditional” in this amendment is not realistic.

Amendment 4 – The Commission intends to publish the Register on the Internet without a need of such a provision in the Council Regulation.

Amendment 5 – The proposal provides in Article 5 that the Regulation applies without prejudice to geographical indications according to a wider meaning. No use to repeat this.

Amendment 6 – Member States should be allowed flexibility for procedures that are under their control; therefore no fixed length for the national objection period has been proposed.

Amendment 8 – Four months is not enough for the Commission scrutiny, because the Commission cannot plan exactly the number of applications from Member States and third country requests. Before publication the application has to be translated into all Community languages.

Amendment 9 – A longer period for publication of the application is needed (see Amendment 8).

Amendment 11 – The Community symbol for TSG is already specific – no reason to write this in the Council Regulation.

Amendment 12 – The specific characteristics of a TSG cannot be linked to its geographical area.

Amendment 14 – According to Regulation 882/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 29 April 2004 on official controls performed to ensure the verification of compliance with feed and food law, animal health and animal welfare rules, the control bodies cannot impose sanctions.

Amendment 15 – TSG are not covered by intellectual property rights. The use of the “relevant expression” cannot be subject to the authorisation from the association that applied for the registration. Article 17 of the Regulation provides that “Member States shall take the necessary measures to ensure legal protection against any misuse or misleading use of the term “traditional speciality guaranteed”, the abbreviation “TSG” and the associated Community symbol and against any imitation of names registered and reserved under Article 13 (2)”.
Amendment 17 – The Commission does not need specific authorisation for asking more information.

9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: The Commission orally modified its proposal before the Council.
10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: Based on discussions on the Commission proposal, the proposal was adopted by Council on 20 March 2006. The Commission proposal was amended.
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