
European Parliament Resolution on European political parties
1.
Rapporteur: Jo Leinen (PSE/DE)

2.
EP reference number: A6-0042/2006 / P6_TA-PROV(2006)0114
3.
Date of adoption of the Resolution: 23.03.2006
4.
Subject: European political parties
5.
Background of the Resolution: Regulation 2004/2003/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council on the regulations governing political parties at European level and the rules regarding their funding was adopted on 4 November 2003. This Regulation does not establish a statute as such for European parties but lays down the rules on their funding, provides for a definition of a party at European level, establishes rules governing donations and control and defines the proceedings for applying for funding. This Report of Mr LEINEN responds to the obligation foreseen by Article 12 of the Regulation 2004/2003. which stipulates that "The European Parliament shall publish a report not later than 15 February 2006 on the application of this Regulation and the activities funded".
6.
Analysis of the text and of Parliament’s requests: The Resolution welcomes the establishment of eight European political parties and emphasises that they should be more than an “umbrella organisation”, and be proactive in proposing European Policy options. It stresses the need for a genuine Statute for European parties which goes further than the regulation on funding and should establish the rights and obligations of European political parties and enable them to attain a legal personality based on Community law and be effective in the Member States. It should also include provisions on individual membership of parties at European level, on their management, on the nomination of candidates and elections and on arrangements and support for party congresses and assemblies. On this point, the Report calls on the Committee for Constitutional Affairs to consider this question and draw up specific proposals to that end (point 4). As to the improvement of the funding system, a number of proposals are made on the basis of the practical experience and mainly in order to achieve greater flexibility. Some proposals require changes to the Parliament’s Bureau decision of March 2004 on the implementation of the Regulation. Other proposals require amendments to the Regulation 2004/2003 and one proposal requires an amendment to the Financial Regulation. The Resolution also addresses other issues, to be considered in the context of the period of reflection: how youth organisations and movements could be promoted and enhanced, which role European political parties can play in referenda on European topics and whether European lists of European parties could be established for the European elections. The Resolution also raises the question whether European political foundations should be supported to assist the European political parties and calls on the Commission to submit proposals on this matter.

7.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

Political parties are an essential part of the democratic structure of the Union and it is therefore appropriate that they receive support from the Community budget. The Commission takes note of the suggestions put forward in the Resolution as regards injecting more flexibility into the public funding system. Many of the ideas outlined in the Resolution could be realised through an adjustment of the internal rules adopted by Parliament’s Bureau. As regards other suggestions, which would imply amendments of Regulation 2004/2003 or of the Financial Regulation, the Commission will look at those in a broader context, notably in the context of the current revision of the Financial Regulation and its implementing rules.

On the request for a “genuine Statute for European parties”, the Commission will follow with great interest the results of the study commissioned by the European Parliament and the specific proposals that will be drawn up by the Committee on Constitutional Affairs.

Concerning paragraph 14 of the Resolution, the Commission will examine the proposals put forward by the European Parliament in the context of the implementation of its plan D in the future.
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