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4.
Subject: Promotion of crops for non-food purposes

6.
Brief analysis/evaluation of the resolution and requests expressed:
In 67 points, this resolution explains the importance of promoting non-food crops as a renewable-energy source and a source of other specialised products (vaccines, plastic substitutes, lubricants, etc.).

It asks the Commission to further develop existing possibilities for such crops in the field of transport (biofuels), heat and electricity generation and other specialised product applications.

The resolution calls on the Commission to carry out such promotion by:

· strengthening existing research, development and data-collection measures relating to new technologies and experiments on the use of biomass and specialised products; and ensuring that the knowledge thus gained is disseminated and applied;

· strengthening the aid scheme for energy crops that was set up in 2003 as part of the CAP reform, including opening the scheme to the new Member States;

· financing local investments in the sector under the new rural development programmes and the Structural Funds 2007-2013;

· revising Directives 2003/30/EC
 on the promotion of the use of biofuels or other renewable fuels for transport and 98/70/EC
 relating to the quality of petrol and diesel fuels, in order to further encourage the production of energy crops and biofuels;

· avoiding distortions of competition, at both intra-Community and extra-Community level;

· ensuring that sustainable development criteria are met and multifunctional agriculture promoted in all EU territories and in third countries.

7.
Response to requests and actions undertaken by the Commission:

The Biomass Action Plan
, adopted by the Commission on 7 December 2005, seeks to promote the use of biomass for heating, electricity and transport. The Plan sets out a series of measures to increase the development of biomass energy from wood, wastes and agricultural crops by creating market-based incentives to its use and removing barriers to the development of the market. An EU Strategy for Biofuels
, adopted by the Commission on 8 February 2006, builds on the Action Plan and aims to continue the promotion of biofuels in the EU and third countries, to lay the groundwork for large-scale use of biofuels by improving their profitability and to define the role that the EU could play in supporting the development of sustainable biofuel production.

Thus, these two Communications address a majority of the concerns raised in the 67 points of the EP’s resolution. (Details on priorities, actions and measures concerning the two Communications appear on the Commission website: http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/biomass/biofuel/index_en.htm)
The Commission has launched, or will launch in the next few weeks, programmes, actions and measures relating to the Resolution’s main points, including:

· The 7th Research Framework Programme, adopted in September 2005; “Intelligent Energy for Europe”, a framework programme on competitiveness and innovation; and industry-led technological research platforms, in particular “Plants for the Future”. All these projects place great importance on the sustainable development of specialised products and of non-food crops as renewable energy sources. Research findings are to be applied and disseminated;

· The Commission Report presented to the Council in July 2006 on the revision of the energy-crop scheme, drawn up during the 2003 CAP reform. The Commission is currently studying the possibility of applying, as from 2007, the energy-crop scheme to the eight new Member States that apply the Simplified Area Payments Scheme (SAPS). On the occasion of the CAP’s health-check in 2008, the Commission will review agriculture’s contribution to energy policy, if appropriate taking into account revisions to the two abovementioned Directives;

· The recent adoption of the new rural development and cohesion policies for 2007‑2013, which will finance measures to promote the development of renewable energy sources;
· The publication in 2006 of a Commission Report with a view to the possible revision of the “Biofuels” directive, 2003/30/EC. The report will examine the national objectives regarding biofuel market share and the advisability of imposing minimum percentages of biofuel use; it will also examine the advisability of developing certification plans to ensure that energy crops satisfy minimum environmental standards in the EU and third countries. In the next few days, the Commission will launch a public consultation on the subject.

· The Commission’s 2006 revision of the Directive relating to the quality of petrol and diesel fuels (98/70/EC) to encourage the development of biofuels by revising the quantitative restrictions on their use.
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