European Parliament Resolution on the assessment of the Doha Round following the WTO Ministerial Conference in Hong Kong
1.
Rapporteur : Georgios Papastamkos (PPE-DE/EL)
2.
EP No : A6-0051/2006 / P6_TA-PROV(2006)0123
3.
Date of adoption of the Resolution: 4 April 2006
4.
Subject: Assessment of the Doha Round following the WTO Ministerial Conference in Hong Kong
5.
Analysis of the text and of Parliament’s requests:
The Resolution is very supportive of the Commission’s position on the Doha Round. It calls for ambitious results in non agricultural market access (NAMA) (cuts in applied tariffs in developed and advanced Development Countries (DCs), services (it regrets lack of quantitative targets) and rules (with an emphasis on geographical indications (GIs)). It expresses concern on the frontloading of agri-NAMA modalities vis-à-vis other issues.
The Resolution places an important emphasis of the development agenda. For instance, reference is made to the need for advanced DCs to take their share of responsibility and calls for SDT to be commensurate with a country’s level of development. In this spirit, it emphasises the importance of South/South trade. The Resolution welcomes the development package agreed in Honk Kong, while regretting the exclusion of 3% of tariff lines from the “duty-free-quota-free” (DFQF).
It highlights the importance of a parliamentary dimension of the WTO and calls on the Commission and the Council to support actively a reference in the final document of the DDA which highlights the role of legislators in trade policy-making. Interestingly, the Resolution stresses “that corporate and NGO priorities disproportionately influence the WTO’s policy agenda and could play a bigger role than democratically elected parliamentarians” and therefore urges the Commission to carefully examine the role of companies and NGOs in the negotiation process.
Other noteworthy elements of the Resolution are that:
· it puts a lot of emphasis on non-tariff barriers (NTB) in NAMA negotiations, which are identified as a main impediment for Small and Medium Enterprises’ access to foreign markets;
· the EU is urged to ensure that the additional aid for trade announced in Hong Kong is financed out of new resources through an addition to the Financial Perspectives and does not involve shifting existing resources;
· it calls for a strengthening of enforcement mechanisms in TRIPs to combat IP piracy (but this is not under negotiations in the Doha Round);
· it insists that the Singapore Issues remain important issues to be negotiated in the WTO;
· it underlines the need for WTO reform, inter alia on the basis of the Sutherland report.
6.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:
The Commission is fully in line with the Parliament’s invitation to deal with all negotiating areas simultaneously, as well as with the priorities identified in the Resolution.
In particular, the Commission will do its utmost to ensure that negotiations go in the direction indicated by the Parliament’s Resolution on the agriculture and non-agricultural tariffs reductions: reductions in applied agricultural tariffs (as well as trade distorting subsidies) must be matched by cuts in applied industrial tariffs in advanced developing countries. Equally, the Commission is in line with the Parliament’s view on the single undertaking. The Commission is negotiating hard to ensure that other important issues, such as services, rules and GIs, remain part of the single undertaking – in spite of their being back-loaded in the agenda of the negotiations as agreed upon in Hong Kong.
On Aid For Trade, the pledge by the President of the European Commission to increase the Communities' aid to € 1 billion reflects an increase in EC Trade Related Assistance of roughly € 200 million compared to a 2001- 2004 average baseline figure. This increase, which is modest compared to the overall size of the EC aid budget, should be seen in light of an increase of the ODA funding from the EU budget. In addition, the Member States have jointly pledged to strive for another € 1 billion by the year 2010 from their own resources. However, it is important to underline that Aid for Trade is not separate from the Millennium Development Goals. On the contrary, Aid for Trade makes an important contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals
.
As to the Parliamentary dimension of the WTO, the Commission will do its utmost to ensure that WTO negotiations are inclusive, transparent and conducted with the highest level of fairness and respect for all parties. The Commission reiterates the view expressed on several occasions that transparency of the WTO should be enhanced by associating parliaments more closely with the activities of the WTO.
---------

�	It contributes indirectly to Goal 1 (Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger) and directly to Goal 8 (Develop a global partnership for Development). The contribution of aid for trade in achieving the millennium goals is recognised in MDG indicator 41 (Proportion of ODA provided to help build trade capacity). This indicator will obviously go up when the EC Aid for Trade pledge will be implemented.
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