European Parliament Resolution on the special report by the European Ombudsman following a complaint against the European schools on the reimbursement of educational costs for disabled children
1. Rapporteur: Proinsias De Rossa (PSE/IE)
2. EP No: A6-0118/2006 / P6_TA-PROV(2006)0135
3. Date of adoption of the Resolution : 6 April 2006
4. Subject : Reimbursement of educational costs for disabled children
5. Analysis of the text and of Parliament’s requests. The Resolution welcomes the European Ombudsman's special report, and follows substantially Mr. De Rossa's report adopted by the Committee on Petitions. In short the Resolution (i) notes that the significant increases in 2006 "complementary aid for disabled" results in a substantial reduction of the beneficiary's personal contribution (ii) condemns the Commission's unilateral withholding of the doubled dependent child allowance, (iii) calls on the Commission to clarify the extent to which it takes responsibility for ensuring that children of officials have access to appropriate free compulsory education and (iv) asks the Commission to take the necessary steps to reimburse to parents of children with Special Educational Needs (SEN) who are excluded from the European schools because of their degree of disability the full cost of special educational provision for their children.
6.
Replies to Parliament’s requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:
Over the last 14 years the European Schools System, which is based on an inter-governmental Convention signed by the Member States and the European Community, has considerably increased its efforts to integrate disabled children on the basis of the SEN-budget allocated to the European Schools mainly through the EU budget (129.910 € spent in 1992, 2.345.703 € spent in 2005 for 274 SEN children, and 2.604.399 € allocated for 2006). However, depending on the degree of their disability, unfortunately not every disabled child can be integrated.
As an employer, all the European Institutions, including the Commission, are fully aware of the specific problems of their staff responsible for a disabled child who cannot be integrated into the European Schools System. Therefore, on the basis of Inter-institutional Guidelines which were last modified on May 1st 2004, each EU Institution provides substantial help to its officials in this situation. In the Commission, this more particularly entails: first, a considerable increase, over the last 4 years, of the funds concerning the “aids for handicapped” (from 700.000 € in 2002 to 1.770.000 € in 2006, i.e. more than 150% increase). Second, the setting up, since 2004, of a specific service providing individualised practical help and assistance. Third, the reduction, since May 2004, of the officials’ personal financial contribution to non-medical costs linked to a handicap. Therefore, the Parliament's reference to the unilateral withholding of the doubled dependent child allowance is no longer applicable, as such allowance is no longer deducted from the aid for handicapped persons. It must be stressed that the above-mentioned kind of support is entirely granted by the EU Institutions in their role as employer: it therefore falls outside the framework of the European Schools System and is specifically addressed to the staff of EU Institutions.
In the specific case of the complainant, her personal contribution to the expenses linked to the enrolment of her child in a specialised private school decreased from roughly 7% to about 2% since May 1st 2004. Indeed, 98% of school costs incurred by the complainant are covered by the statutory school allowances and the specific “aid for the handicapped”.
Providing for a 100% reimbursement of educational costs for all those EU staff’ children with Special Educational Needs who are excluded from the European Schools Systems because of their degree of disability, as requested by the European Parliament, would involve i) a modification of the Inter-institutional guidelines and ii) a considerable increase of the administrative heading of the EU budget devoted to support staff of the EU Institutions who are handicapped or have handicapped dependents. For example, concerning the year 2007 and on the basis of the amount of existing cases in the Commission, an additional budget of approximately 300.000 € would be necessary, i.e. an increase of about 18% of the budget currently allocated to the Commission for this purpose. However, even if (i) the Inter-institutional guidelines were modified and (ii) the budget line "aid for the handicapped" was substantially increased by the Budgetary Authority, the Commission would still not be in a position to give a budgetary guarantee to reimburse in all cases 100% of the costs incurred. Indeed, the feasibility of a guaranteed full reimbursement of all demands obviously depends on the number and cost of future demands, which cannot be estimated with absolute certainty.
Furthermore, in the Commission’s views, a total abolition of the current, and very limited, co-financing mechanism for parents of severely disabled children may abolish also the incentive for families to compare the different schooling possibilities for their children before making their choice and therefore entail, in the longer term, a very significant increase of costs for the Institutions.
In any event, given the inter-institutional nature of the guidelines concerned, the Commission is ready to discuss with the European Parliament and the other EU Institutions existing problems in the context of the reimbursement of educational costs for children with Special Educational Needs excluded from the European Schools System and to find common solutions. This discussion could take place in the existing inter-institutional administrative cooperation framework (e.g. Secretaries General or Heads of Administration).
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